
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



|\1CL 
















Q . 



^ 



THE 



SHJLP W I^ E C K, 

A POEM. 



BY 



WILLIAM FALCONER. 



-quaeque ipse miserrima vidi. 



£t quorum |>ars magna fui.- 



ViRG. JEn, Lib. IX. 



-< •<»<■<■•<' 



NEPV'BEDFQRD • 

PRINTED AND SOLD I!Y ABRAHAM SHEAHMAN, JUX. 



X 



rlJoj. 



5212131. 

\?-^^ R, :.i:'' X AND 
ii l'J50 L 



SWGRAPHICJL SKETCH 

OF THE AUTHOR OF THE SHIP^TIECK. 
[from Johnson's lives or the poets.] 



W^ILLTAM FALCONER was a na- 
tive of Scotland, bred to the fea fervice, in 
which he fpent the greateft part of his life 
in a very, low fituation^ He difplayed his> 
poetical talents^ at an ^arly age, by the pub- 
lication, at Edinburg, of " A Poem, fa- 
cred to the Memory of his Royal Highnefs) 
Frederick, Prince of Wales," 8vo. 1 751. 
In the courfe of his fea life he appears to 
have really experiencecithe dangers fo feel- 
ingly defcribed inhisPoem, entitled ** THE 
SHIPWRECK,'' printed in 1762. The 
publication of //;// nx)ork drew him from the 
obfcurity of his fituation : he was patro- 
nized by the Duke of York, to whom he 
addrcfled an Ode on his fecond departure 
from England as Rear Admiral, and foon 



[ iv ] . 

after Mccivcd the ^ppeintment of Purfer to 
the Royal George. In 1769 he publifted 
a «* Marine Di(fiionary/' an acknowledged 
ufeful work, and foon afterwards embarked 
on board the Aurora to fettle in the Eaft 
Indies. In December, 1769, he arrived 
at the Cape of Good Hope, from whence* 
he failed foon after. Thefe were the lad 
tidings of the Ihip, which was never heard 
of afterwards. It is generally fuppofed to 
have taken fire, and that all the crew per- 
iled. 
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HILE jarring interefts wake the world to aria*. 
And fright the-peaceful "vale with dire alarms ; 
While ocean hear^ vindictive thunders roll 
Along his trcriibling wave from poie to pole ; 
Sick of the fcene, where war, with ruthlefs hand 
Spreads defolation o*cr the bleeding land ; 
Sick ©f the tumult, where the trumpet's breath 
Bids ruin fmile, and drownt the groan of death I 
'Tis mine, retired beneath this cavern hoar. 
That flands alTlonely on the fea-beat Ihore, 
Far other themes of deep diftrefs to fing 
Than ever trembled from the vocal ftring. 
No pomp of battle fwells th' exalted ftrain, 
.JJor gleambg arms ring dreadful on the plain : 
^cBot, o'er the fceoc while pale remembrance we?pe, 
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fate with fell triumph rides upon the deeps. 
'Here hollile element-s tumultuous rife, 
vAnd lawlefs floods rebel againft the fkies ; 
Till hope expires, and Peril and Difmay 
M'^ave their black enfigns on the watery way. 

Immortal train, who guide the maze of fong. 
To whom all fcience, arts and arms belong ; 
Who bid the trumpet of eternal fame 
'Exalt the warrior's and the poefs name! 
,lf e'er -v/ith trembling hope I fondly flray'd. 
In life's fair mom, beneath ^our hallow 'd fhadc, 
To hear tlie fweetly-moumful hite complain, 
And melt the heart with ecftacy of pain ; 
•Or liften, while tli* enchanting voice of love, 
Wliile all Elyfium warbled through the -grove-; 
'Oh ! by the hollow blaft that moans around, 
That fweeps the wild harp with a plaintive found ; 
By the long fergc that foams through yonder cave, 
Whofe vaults remurmur to the roaring wave ; 
With, living colours give myvcrfe to glow. 
The fad memorial of a tale of woe'1 
A fcene from dunib oblivion to reftore, 
To fame unknown, and new to epic lord 

Alas'l neglc6ied by the facrcd JCinc, 
Their fuppli-nt feels no genial ray divine ! 
Ah 1 will they leave Pieria*8 happy fhore, 
To j)law the tide where wlnt'ry tcmpefts rear ? 
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T)r fllall a youth approach their hallow'd fane, 

Stranger to Phoebus, and the tuneful train ! — 

Far from the mufe's academic grove, 

Twas his the vaft and tradlefs deep to rove. 

Alternate change of climates has he known. 

And felt the fierce extremes of either zone ; 

Where polar fldes conceal th' eternal fnow. 

Or equinodial funs for ever glow. 

Smote by the freezing or the fcorching blaft, 

* A fhip-boy on tlie high and giddy maft.** 

From regions where Peruvian billows roar. 

To the bleak dofts of favage I^abrador, 

From where Damafcus, pride of Aiian plains ! 

Stoops her proud neck beneath tyrannic chains, 

To where the Ifthmus,f Uv'd by advcrfc tides, 

Atlantic and Pacific feas divides. 

But while he meafur*d o*er the painful race. 

In Fortune's wild illimitable chace, 

Advcrfity, companion o£ Iiis way ! 

Still o'er the vI6tim hung with iron fway ; 

Batie new diftrelTes every inftant grow. 

Marking each change of place witli change of woe- 

In regions where the Almighty's chaUcning hand 

With livid peftilence afflidls the land ; 

*JOf wfiert pale Famine blafts the hopeful year, 

•* ShdRfpeare. f Darien. 

B 
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Parent of want and mifery fevere ! 
Or where, all dreadful in th' embattled line. 
The hofUle fliips in flaming combat join : 
Where the torn veffcl wind and waves allail. 
Till o'er her crew diftrefs and death prevail— 
Where'er he wandcrM, thus vindidivc Fate 
Purfued his weary fteps with lafting hate ! 
Rous'd by her mandate, ftomn$ of black array 
Winter'd the morn of life's advancing day ; 
Relax'd fhe finews of the living l)Te, 
And quench'd the kindling fpark of vital fire. — 
Thus while forgotten or unknown he woos, 
What hope to win tlic coy reludant Mufe ! 
Then let not cenfure, with malignant joy, 
Tke harveft of his humble hope deftroy ! 
His verfc no laurel wreath attempts to claim, 
Nor fculptur'd brafs to tell the poet's name. 
If terms uncouth, and jarring phrafes, wound 
The Coftcr fenfe with inharmonious found, 
Yet here let liftening fympathy prevail, 
While confcious truth unfolds her piteofls tale ! 
' And lo ! the Power that wakes th' eventful fong, 
Haftes hither from Lethean banks along : 
She fweeps the gloom, arid ru{hing on the fight,' 
Spreads o'er the kindling fcene propitious l^ht I 
In her right hand an ample roll appear^ * 
Fraught with long annals of preceding years ; 
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With every wife and noble art of man, 

iSince firft the circling hours their courfe began : 

Her left a filvcr wand on high difplay'd, 

Whofe magic touch difpeU oblivion's fliade. 

Penfive her look ; on radiant wings that glow, 

Like Juno's birds, or Iris' flaming bow, 

She fails ; and fwiftcr than the courfe of light 

Direds her rapid intelledlual flight. 

The fugitive idea* Cie reitoresy 

And calls the wandering thought from Lethe's ftiorcs. 

To things long paft a fecond date Ihe gives. 

And hoary time from her frclh youth receives. 

Congenial filler of immortal Fame, 

She fliares her power, and Memory is her name. 

O firft-born daughter of primeval time I 
By whom tranfmitted down in every clime, 
The deeds ot ages long elaps'd are known. 
And blazon'd glories fpread from zon» to zone ; 
Whofe breath difToIves the gloom of mental niglit. 
And o^cr the obfcur'd idea pours the Hght ! 
Whofe wing unerring glides thro' time and place. 
And tradlefs fcours th' immenfity of fpacc ! 
Say ! on what feas, for thou alone canft tell. 
What dire mifhap a fated fhip befcl, 
Afluil'd by tempefts, girt with hoftile ihorcs ? — 
Arife ! apprsach ! unloclj iky treafur'd ftores ! 



12 THE SHIPWRECK. 

A -SHIP from Egypt, o'er the deep impelled 
By guwling winds her courfe for Venice held ; 
Of fam*d Britannia were the gallant crew, 
And from that ifle her name the veifel drew. 
The wayward fteps of Fortune, that delude 
Kull oft' to ruin, eager they purfu'd,. 
And dazzled by her vifionary glare, 
Advanced incautious of each fatal fnare ; 
Tho' wam'd full oft* the flippcry track to fliun, 
Yet Hope, with flattering voice, betiay*d them ons 
Ikguil'd to danger thus, they left behind 
The fcene of peace, and focial joy rcCgn*d. 
Ixng abfcnt they from friends and native home. 
The cheerlefs ocean were inur*d to rojm : 
Yet heaven, in pity to fevere diftrefs. 
Had crown'd each painful voyage with fucccfs : 
Still, to atone for toils and hazards paft, 
Rcftor'd them to maternal plains at laft. 
Thrice had the fun, to rule the varying year, 
Acrofs th* equator roll'd his flaming fpherc, 
Since laft the vefTel fpread her ample fail 
From Albion's coaft, obfequious to the gale, 
Shco'er the fpacious flood, from fhorc to fliore. 
Unwearying wafted her commercial ftore, • 
The rlchell ports of Afric flie had view'd. 
Thence to fair Italy her courTe purfu'd ; . 
Had left behind Trinacria's burning ifle, 
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And vifited the nmrgin of the Nile. 

And now, that winter deepens round the pole, 

The circling voyage haften» to its goal, 

They, blind to Fate*» inevitable law. 

No dark event to blaft their hope forefaw ; 

But from gay Venice foon ezpei^ to fteer 

Tor Britain's coaft, and dread no perils near. 

A thoufand tajdcr thoughu their fouls employ. 

That fondly dance to fcene* of future joy. 

Thus time elapsed, while o'er the pathlefs tide- 
Their fhip thro* Grecian fcas the pilots guide. 
Occailon call'd to touch at Candia's fhore. 
Which,. bleft with favouring winds, they foo0 explore ; 
The haven enter, borne before the gale, 
Difpatch their commerce, and prepare to fail 

Eternal powers ! what ruihsfrom afar 
Mark the fell track of defolating war ! 
Kcre art and commerce, with aufpicious reign,. 
Once breath'd fweet influence on the happy plain I 
While o'er the lawn, with dance and fcftive fong 
Young Plcafurc led the jocund hours along. 
In gay luxuriance Ceres too was feen 
To crown the vallies with eternal green. 
For wealth, for valor, courted and revcar'if. 
What Albion is, fair Candia then appear'd.— 
Ah 1 who the flight of ages can revoke ? 
The free-born fpirit of her ions is broke ; 
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T>ey bow to OttomanV imperious yoke I 
No longer fame the drooping heart infpircs, 
For rude oppreffion quench'd its genial fires. 
But fliil her fields, with golden harvefts crown'd. 
Supply the barren' fiiores of Greece around. 
What pale diftrefs aflSids thofe wretched ifles ! 
There hope ne'er dawns, and pleafure never foiilea^ 
I'he vaflal wretch obfequieus drags hig chain. 
And hears his famifli'd babes lament in vain, 
Thefe eyes have feen the dull reludant foil 
A fcventh year fcom the weary lab'rerVtoil. 
Ko blooming Venus, on the defert fhore. 
Now views, with triumph, captive gods adotc^ 
No lovely Helens now, with fatal charms, 
Call forth th* avenging chiefs of Greece to aiims^ 
No fair Penelopes inchant the eye. 
For v/hom contending kings are proud to die. 
Here fuUen beauty iheds a twilight ray, 
While forrow bids her vernal bloom decay. 
Thofe charms, fo long renown'd in claflic fcrains^ 
Had dimly flionc o:^ Albion's happier plains ! 
Nov/, in the fouthcm hemifphere, tiie fun 
Thro' the bright Virgin and the Scales had run ; 
And on the ecliptic whccl'd his winding way 
Till the fierce Scorpion felt his flaming ray. 
The Ihip wks moor d bcfide tlie wave-worn ftrand ; 
Four days her anchors Vite the gokkn facd ^ 
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Tor fickening vapours lull the air to fleep, 
And not a breeze awakes the filent deep. 
This, when tli* autumnal equinox is o'er. 
And Phoebus in the north declines no more, 
The watchful mariner, whom heaven informs. 
Oft* deems the prelude of approaching itorms. 
Thie to his trufl when facred duty calls, 
No brooding; ftorm the matter's foul apj-als, 
Th* advancing feafon warns him to the main : 
A captive, fetter'd to the oar of gain ! 
His anxious heart, impatient of delay, 
Expcds the winds to fail from Candia's bay ; 
Determined, from whatever point they rife, 
To truft his fortune to the feas and fides. 

Thou Kvmg ray of intellcdual fire, 
Whofe voluntary gleams my verfe infpirc ! 
Ere yet the deepening incidents prevail. 
Till rous*d attention feel our plaintive title. 
Record whom, chief among the gallant crew, 
Th' unbleft purfojt of fortune hither drew ! 
CsM fons of Neptune, generous, brave and bold. 
In pain and hazard toil for fordid gold ? 

They can ! for gold, too oft', with magic art, 
.^bduds each nobler impulfe of the heart : 
This crowns the profperous villain with applaufe. 
To whom, m vain, fad Merit pleads her caufc - 
This ftrews with roft* life's perplexing road, • 
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And leads the way to PleaAire's blcft abode ; 
With flaughter'd vidims fills the weepmg plain. 
And fmooths the furrows of the treacherous main. 

O'er the gay veflel, and her daring hand, 
Experienced Albert held the otiid command •; 
Tho' train*d in boifterous elements, his mind 
Was yet by foft humanity jefin'd. 
Each joy of wedded love at home he knew; 
Abroad confeft the father of his crew ! 
Brave, liberal, juft, the calm domcftic fcene 
Had o'er his temper breath'd a gay fcrenc 
Him fcience taught by myftic lore to trace 
The planets wheeling ia .etem^ race ; 
To mark the ihip in floating balance held. 
By earth attracted and by feas repell'd ; 
Or point her devious track, thro' climes unknown. 
That leads to every fhore and every zone. 
He faw the moon thro* heaven's bine concave glide* 
And into motion charm th* expanding tide ; 
While earth impetuous round her axJe rolls. 
Exalts her wat'ryconc, and fmk the poles, 
IJght and attradion, from her genial fource, 
He faw ftill wandering with diminifh'd force : 
While on tlie margin of declining day, 
Night's fhadowy cone reludant melts away— 
liiur'd to peril, with unconquer'd foul. 
The ciiicf beheld tenipeftuous oceans xoll ; 
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His geaiius, ever for th* event prepared, 

Rofc \nth the ftorm, and all its dangers fliarU 

The fcc6nd powers and office Rodmond bore : 
A hardy fon of England's further fhorc ! 
Where bleak Northumbria pours her favagc train 
In fable fquadrons o'er thi northern maiij ; 
That with her pitchy entrails ftor'd, " refort, ' 

A footy tribe ! to fiur Auguila's port. 
Where*er in ambuih lurk the fatal fiuids. 
They claim ^e danger ; proud of fldlfiil bands ; 
For while with darkling courfe their veffcls fwecp 
The winding fliore, or plow the feithlefs deep, 
0*cr bar* and ihelf the watery path they found. 
With dexterous arm ; fa,gacious of the ground ! 
fearlefs they con>bat every hoftiie wind, 
Wl^eeling in mazy tracks with courfe inclin*d. 
Expert to moor, where terrors line the road ; 
Or win the anchor from its dark aboad : — 
But drooping and relax'd in climes afar. 
Tumultuous and uadifciplin'd in war. 
Such JRodmond was ; by learning imrefin'd, 
That oft* enlightens to corrupt tlie mind. 

♦ A bar is known, in hydrography, to be a ma Is 
^jf earth or fund coUeclcd by the furge of the fea, at 
the entrance of a river ®r haven ; fo as to render the 
JX^vJgatioti difficult, and often dangerous. 
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Boiftcrous of manners ; trsun*d in early youth 
To fcencs that ihanse the confcions cheek of troth ; 
To fcenes tliat Nature's ftrugglmg voice controul. 
And freeze compaflion rifing in the foul ] 
Where the grim hell-hounds, prowling round the fliorc, 
With foul intent the ftranded bark explore— 
Deat to the voice of woe, her decks they board. 
While tardy Juftice flumbers o'er her fword— 
Th* indignant Mufe, fevcrely taught to feel, 
Shrinks from a theme (he blufhe^ to reveal ! 
Too oft example, arm'd with poifons fell, 
Pollutes the ihrine where mercy loves to^well : 
Thus Rodmond, train'd by this unhalIow*d crew. 
The facred focial paflions never knew : 
Unflcill'd to argue ; in difputc yet loud ; 
Bold without cauti«n ; without honours proud ; 
In art unfch6ord, each veteran rule he prizM, 
And all improvement haughtily defpisM : 
Yet though full oft to future perils blind, 
^^ith fldU fiipcrior glow*d his daring ihind. 
Through (hares of death the reeling bark to guide. 
When tnidnight (hades involve the raging tide. 

To Rodmond next, in order of command. 
Succeeds the youngeft of our naval band. 
But what avails it to record a name 
That courts no rank among the fons of fame f 
While yet a (Iripling, oft with fond alarms^ 
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His bofom danc'd to nature*t boiUKSe& channs ; 

On him ^ir fcience dawn'd, in |l|^ier hour. 

Awakening into bloom young ftn^*t flower. 

But frowning fortune with untimely blaft. 

The bloffom withcrM, and the dawn o'ercaft. 

Forlorn of heart, and by ftvere decree, 

Condemn*d rdudant to the faithlefs iea s 

With long £arewel he left the laurel grove, 

Where fcience and the tuneful fifter*8 rove.— - 

« 
Hither he wander'd, anxious to explore 

Antiquities of nations now no more ; 

To penetrate each diftant realm unknown, 

And range excurfive o*er th' untraverd zone. 

In vain !— ^or rude adverfity's command, 

Still on the margin of each famous land. 

With unrelenting ire his fteps opposM, 

And every gate of hope againft him dosM. 

Permit my verfc, ye bleft Pierian train. 

To call Arion this ill-fated fwain ! 

For, like that bard unhappy, on his head 

Malignant ftars their hoftile influence fiied. 

Both, in lamenting numbers, o^ier the deep, 

With confctous angoifli taught the harp to weep ; 

And both the raging furge in fafety bore 

Amid deftrudion panting to the fliore. 

Thi* laft our tragic ftory from the wave 

<K dttk oblivion happy yet may (ave ; 
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With genuine fympathy may y«t oomplab. 
While fad remembcaace bleeds at every vetxE. 

Sudi were the pilots ;^tutor*d to divine 
Th* trntravelM courfe by geometric line : 
Train*d to comoiand, and range the various faii>, 
Whofe vartons force confcmn* to every gale. 
Charg'd widi the commerce, hither alfo came 
A gallant youth, Palemoiy was. his name : 
A Mier*s (kern reientment doom*d to prove,. 
He came, the vidim of unhappy love ! 
His heart for Albert*s beauteous daughter bled ; 
For her a fecret flame his bolbm fed.. 
Kor let the wtcfeched ilaves-of £olly fcom 
This genuine pailion,. Nature'^ ddeft-bom I 
Twas his with laftiag anguifh to complain, 
While blooming Anna. moum*d the caufe in vain.. 

Graceful of form, by nature taught to pleafe» 
Of power to mek the female breaft with £afie» 
To her Palemon told his tender tale> 
Sofc as the voice of fummer's evening gale^ 
O'crjoy'd, he &w her lovely eyes relent ; 
The blufhing maiden itnil*d with fweet confent. 
Oft* in the mazes of a nei^bouring grove. 
Unheard, they breath'd alternate vows of love ; 
By fond fociety their paflbn grew, • 

like the young blofibm fed with venial dew. 
In evil hour th* officious t(mgue of Fame 
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Betray*d die fecret of dili^tfMiAl flanie. 
With grief and anger ftniggHng in his brcaft, 
Palemon's father heard the talc confeft. 
L.«ng had he liften*d with fofptdons ear, 
And learnt, fagacioua^ this m^mi t^ fear»- 
Too well fair yondi I ti|Hft4MlMM ^c knew ;: 
A heart ft> nature*8 wann impsefBons wM 
Full oft' his wildom ibove wkh firuitlefs toiI» 
With avarice to pdlute that generous foil ; 
That foil, impregQ«tfd.with nabler feed^^ 
Rc^'d the culture of fo rank a weedv. 
Blate with wealth, in adive conunerce won» 
And balking in the finik of Fortune's fun, 
With fcom the parent ey'd the lowly ihade, 
That veil'd the beauties of ttocfaaimiag tmU^ 
Indignant he rebuk'd the enamour'd boy. 
The flattering promife of his future joy ! 
He footh'd and mgn.itfi, amioiit to reclaim- 
This hopelefa-pafBon, «»ApMiHfli4 
Oft' led the youth where circling j©y» d^ht * 
The raviih'd fenfe, or beauty charms the fight. 
With all her powers inchanting Mufic fail'd. 
And Pleafure's fyren-voice no more prerail'd; 
The merchant^ kindling thca with proud difdain,. 
In look and voice affimi'd an harfher ftrain. 
In abiescc now his only hope rematn'd ; 
And fsch the ftem decree his will ordain'd*. 
Deep anguifh, while Palemon heard his d«om> 
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Drew o*cr his lovely fimMttM^^Bing ^loonu 
In vain with bitter forrow he repin'd. 
No tender pity touch'd that fordid niiad ; 
To thee, braye Albert, was the charge confign'c 
The (lately Ihip, farfaMS England's fhote, 
To regions far remote iPtdeaion here. 
Incapable ^f diange, th' unhappy youth 
Still lov'd fdir Aana witli etemd; truth : 
From clime to clime an exile doom'd tq roam„ 
His heart ftill panted for its fccrerhome. 

The moon had circled twice lier wayward zone,> 

To him dnce young Arion &-!! was known ; 

Who, wandering here thro' many a fcene renewAM,^ ; 

In Alexandriats port the veffel found ; 

V^hei«B ifl^ous to review his native (here, 

He on the roaring wave embark*d once more. 

Of, by pale Cynthia's mclandioly light, 

With him Palemon kept.thp m^$d'i^ of night ; 

hi whofe fad MiMNVf lt^Q#i fuppreft, 

Some pawM ^cFf« of the foul confeft. 

Perhaps Arion foon the cauie divin'd, 

'J*ho* fhunning ftill to probe a wounded mind : 

He felt the chaftity of filent 3voe, 

Tho' glad the balm of comfort to beftow .; 

He, with Paicmon, oft' recounted o'er 

The tales of haplets love in ancient lore, 

Recall'd to memopy by th' adjacent Ihotfe. 

The fcqic thm fU^t, «id kf Uory known. 
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The lover figh'd for §o0^m iwt 1* owtu vf * 

Thus, tho* a recent iHtfl £Na^ fiiendlhip bore, 
Soon the ripe metal ownM the quick'nmg oM : 
For in one tide t1ft|l^|^lips feem*d to r^, 
By kindred^^^l^ ; 

Thefe o'er th*ai 
The courfe determine, or the commerce \ 
O'er all the reft, an tmdiftingiufh'd crew ! 
Her wing of deepcft tale Oblivion drew. 

A Allien languor fflftAri^earoppreft, 
And held th* unwilling Ihip in ftrong arreft. 
High in his chariot glow*d the lamp of day, 
•O'er Ida flaming with meridian ray. 
•Relax'd from toil the fallori rAngs the flioi^ 
Where famine, war; - 
The hour to focial pleafm« they Teiign, 
And black remembrance drown in generous wine, ^ 
On deck, beneath tiSi kat|fbtnva8 fprcid, 
Rodmond a ruefuHwBMBBfiRWSrfT, 
Of dragons roaring on the enchanted coaft. 
The hideous goblin, and the yelling ghoU — 
Bitt wkh Arion, from the fultry heat 
-Cifi-noon, Palemon, fought a cool retreat. 
And lo ! the fhore with mournful profpeds crowri'd 5* 

* The intelligent reader wIH readily difcoTcr, that 
-tliefe femark^Tillude to the ever-metnorable ficge of 
Candia, which was taken from the Venetians by the 
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Ip^tlf rampart torn itM manjr^Atia wound 5 
,JF The ruiuM bulwark tottecfeg o^r the ftrand 5 
^ Bewail the ftrokc of War's tremendous hand. 

>^Tiat fcencs of woe this lasifm ffie ^erfpread ^ 
Where late thrice Mf Aojrfand warrio» bled. 
Full twice twfiw fummcrs we« yon towVs aflkil'd, 
'Till bafterooB Ottoman at laft prcrail'd ; 
While thundering nrfnet the lovely plains o'ertum*d. 
While heroesfcU, and domes wmi tonplcs bumU 

But now b<i/orc them Imp^r kenea arife i 
Elyfian vaksi falute their raviih'd eyes : 
Olive and cedar form'd a J;rateful fliadc. 
Where light with gay romantac error ftray*d. 
The myrtln here with fond carcfles twine ; 
^"'^WP* W^ iiHur, liutethe pregnant vine. 
And lo ! the ftrcam, renowned in claffic fong, 
:Sad Lethe, glides the iilcnt vale along. 
On mpfly banks, bene^Chrtlie ^Qm grove, 
The youthful ^maimn £omd a viM alcove : 
Soft o'er the fairy region languor ftolc, 
And with fweet melancholy charmM the foul. 
Here firft Palemon, while his penfive mind 
For confolation on his friend reclin'd, 
In pity's bleeding bofom pour'd the ftream 

Turks, in 1669 ; bclug then confidered as impregna- 
bl£, and eftecmed the nio.1 formidable fortrcfs in th- 
uiuverf?. 
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Of love^$ foft anguUh, aad of gri^ fupreme-r— ' t 

Too true thy wordsl— by fwjcet remembrance taugUt, 

My heart in fecret bleeds with -tender thought -t 

In vain it courts -the IbUtary ihade. 

By every. a^Siion, every look betray 'd ! — 

The prids of generous woe difdains appeal 

To hearts that unrelenting lro{b congeal : 

Yet furc, if right Paleraon can divia«. 

The ienfe of gentle pity dw-elU in tlnnc. 

Yes ! aiJ his cares thy fympathy &all know. 

And prove the kind companion of his woe. 

Albert thou know'll.with ikill and fciepce grac'd, 
In humble {lation tho' by fortune plac'd ; 
Yet, nev€r fean^an more ferencly brave 
Led , Britain's conquering fquadrons o\:r ,thfi • wawe. 
Where f^ill in view Auguila's fpires arc Csfn, 
With flowery lawns, and waving woods between, 
A peaceful dwelling Aands in niodefb pride, 
Where Thames, flow-winding, rolls his ajiiplc tide 
There live the hope and pleafure of his li5j, 
.A pious daughter, with ja faithful yu'ds^ 
For his return, with fond oiEcious care. 
Still every grateful obje«3: thefc prepare ; 
"Whatever can allure thcfmellxjr fight, 
Oi* wake the drooping fpirits to delight. 

This blooming maid in virtue's path to gmdc- 
J I; r unxiou* jxi rents all their cares appVy'd. 
l> 
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Her fpotlefs foul, where foft compaflion rcign'd. 
No vice untun'd, no fickeniog folly ftain'd. 
Not fairer grows the lilly of the vale, 
Whofe bofom opens to the vernal gale : 
Her eyes, unconfcious of their fatal charms, 
Thriird every heart "with cxquifite alarms : 
Her face, in "beauty's fweet attradion dreft. 
The fmilc of maiden-innocence exprefs'd ; 
While health, that rifcs with (fhc new-bom day, 
Breath'd o'er her cheek the fofteft blufti of May. 
Still in her look complacence fmil'd ferenc ; 
She mov*d the charmer df the rural fcene. 

•Twas at that fcafon when the fields refumc 
Their lovelieft hues, array'd in vernal bloom ; 
Yori* Ihip, rich-freighted from the Italian fhorc. 
To Thames' fair banks her coftly tribute bore : 
While thus my father faw his ample hoard, 
Trom this return, with recent treafures ftor'd ; 
Me, with affairs of commerce charg'd, he fent 
To Albert's humble manfion ; foon I went, J 

Too foon, alas 1 unconfcious of tli' event— ^ 

There, ftruck with fweet furprize and filent awe. 
The gentle miftrefs of my hope I faw : 
There wounded firft by love's refilllefs arms. 
My glowing bofom throbb'd with ftrange alarnn. 
My ever charming Anna ! who alone 
Can all the frowns of cruel fate atone ^ 
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f>h ! while all-confcious memory holds her power, 

Can I forget that fwcctly-pamful hour, 

When from thofe cye», with lovely lightning fraught, 

My fluttering fpirits firft the infedion caught ; 

When, as I gaz'd, my faultering tongue betra^'d 

The heart** quick tumults, ior refused its aid ; 

While the dim light my ravifli'd eyes forfook. 

And every limb unftrung with terror ihook ! 

Witli all her powers diifenting reafon flrove 

To tame at firft the kindling flame o£ love ; 

She ftrove in vain ! fubdu*d by charms divine, * 

My foul a vidim fell at beauty's fhrine. 

Oft* from the di« of buftling life I ftray*d. 

In happier /cenes> to fee my lovely maid. 

Full oft*, where Thames his wandering current leads, 

We rov'd at evening-hour thro* flowery meads. 

There, while my heart's foft anguifh I reveal'd, 

To her with tender fighs my hope appcal'd. 

While tlie fweet nymph my faithful tale belie? 'd, 

Her fnewy brcail with fccret tumult heav'd : 

For, train*d in rural fcenes from earlieft youth, 

Nature was her**, and innocence and truth. 

She never knew the city damfePs art, 

Whofe frothy pcrtaefs charms the vacant heart I— 

My fuit prevaiVd ; for love inform'd my tongue, , 

And 6n his votary's lips perfuaiion huxtg. 

Her eyes with conrcious fympathy withdrew, 
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And o'er her cheek the rofy current flew.— 

7'hrice happy hotrrs ! fvhert, with no dark allay,. 

I^afc*$ faireft fimftmic giWs the vernad day ! 

Tor here the figh, that fok affeftion heaves, 

ATom ftings of Iharpcr woe the foul rcliCYe*. 

iHyfian fccnes, too happy long to laft ! — 

I'oo foon a ftorm the imiling dawn o*ercaft ! 

Too foon fome demon to my father hore 

The tiding* that his heart with anguiih tore* — 

My pride to kindle, with clifluafive voice. 

Awhile he labour'd to degrade my choice ; 

Then, in the wlurling wave of pleafure, fought 

From its lov'd objcd to divert my thoughL 

With equal hone he might attempt to bind, 

Ii chains of adamant, the lawlefs wind : 

1 or love had aim'd the fatal fhaft too furc ; 

Hope fed the wound, and abfencc knew no CHrc. 

With alienated look, each art he faw 

Still baffled by fnperlor Nature's law. 

Tils anxious mind on various fchemes revoIv*d ; 

At laft on cruel exile he refolv'd. 

The rigorous doom was fix'd ! alas ! how vain 

To him of tender anguifh to complain ! 

Ilia foul, that never love's fweet influence felt. 

By focial fympathy could never melt ; 

With Aern command to Albert's charge he gavc> ^ 

To waft Palemon o'er .the diftant wave. 
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The fhip was laden artd prepat'd to faH, 

And only waited now the leading; gale. 

Twas ours, m that fad period, firft to prove 

The heart-felt torments of defpairing love :. * 

Th' impatient wifti that never feels repofe ; 

Dcfire that with perpetual current flows ; 

The flu^uating pangs of hope and fear ; 

Jdy diftant ftiU, and forrow ever near ! 

Thus, while the pangs of thought fevcrer grew. 

The weftern breezes inaufpicious blew, 

Haftening the moment of our laft adieu. 

The velTel parted on the fsllmg tide ; 

Yet time one facrcd»hour to love fupply*d. 

The night was Clent, and, advancing faft, 

The moon o'er Thames her Clver mantle caft. 

Impatient hope the midnight path explor'd, 

And led me to the nymph my foul ador*d. 

Soon her quick foottlcps ftruck my llft'ning ear-;^ 

She came conft^ft ! the lovely maid drew near ! 

But ah ! what force of language can impart 

Th' impetuous joy that glow*d in either heart ! 

O ! ye, v/hofc melting hearts are formM to prove 

The trembling extafies of genuine love T 

"When, with delicious agony, the thought ' { ** 

Is to the verge of high delirium wrought ; 

Vour fecret fympathy alone can telk' 

"VViia: raptures then the throbbing bofom fwcll ; 



JO THE SHIPWRECK.. 

0*cr all the nerves what tender tumults roll, 
While love with fweet inchantment melts the foul f 

In tranfporfc loft, by tremblinghope imprcft^ 
The blufhing virgin funk upon my breaft ; 
While her*s congenial beat with fond alarms ; 
DifTolving foftnefs ! paradife of charms ; 
Plaih*d frem our eyeSj in warm transfufion flew 
Our blending fpirits*, that each other drew ! 
O blifsfuprcme ! where virtue's felf can melt 
With joys that guilty pleafure never felt ! 
Form*d to refine the thought with chafte defire, 
And kindle fweet afife«5lion*s purefl fire ! 
Ah ! whcrefbre fhould my hopelefs love, flic cries. 
While forrow burft with interrupting fight, , 

For ever dcftin*d to lament in vain. 
Such flattering fond ideas entertain ? 
My heart thro* fcenes of fair illufion ftray'd'' 
To joys decreed for fome fuperior maid. 
Tis mine to feel the fliarpeft flings of grief 
Where never gentle hope affords relief. 
Go then, ^ear youth ! thy fatiier's rage atone ; 
And let this tortur'd bofom beat alone ! 
The hovering anger yet thou may'ft appeafc ; ' 
Go then, dear youth ! nor tempt the faithlcfs feas ! 
Find out fome happier daughter^^f the town, 
With fortune's fairer joys thy love to crown ; 
Where liniling o'er the« with indulgent ray> 
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T*rofperity (hall hail each new-bom day. 
Too wfell thou know'ft good Albert's niggard £ite, 
111 fitted to fuftain thy father's hate ; 
Go then, I chargcthee, by thy generous love. 
That fatal to my father thus may prove ! 
On me alone let dark z^6tion fall ! 
Whofe heart for thee will gladly fuffcr all. 
Then hafte thee hence, Palemon, c*er too late, 
. Nor raihly hope to brave oppofing fate ! 

She ceas'd ; while angulfli in her angel-facc 
O'er all her beauties flww'd celeftial grace. 
Not Helen,' in her bridal cliarms array'd, 
"Was half fo lovely as this gentle maid. 
O foul of all my wiflies ! I reply 'd, 
.Can that foft fabric ftem afflidion's tide ! 
Canft thou, fair emblem of exalted truth ! 
To forrow doom the fummer of thy youth.; 
And I, perfidious ! all that fwcetnefs fee 
Confign'd fo lafting mifery for me ? 
Sooner this moment may th* eternal doom 
Palemon In the filent earth entomb ! .'•^ 

Atteft thou moon, fair regent of the night ! 
Whofe luftre fickens at this mournful fight ; 
By all the pangs divided lovers feel. 
That fweet poircflion only knows to heal ! 
jjj all the horrors brooding o'er the deep 1 
■Where fate and ruin fad dominion keep ; 
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^ho' tyrant-duty o'er me t^eat'Biag ftands. 
And claims obe4ience to her ftcm comm^iwie ; 
Should fortune cruel or aufpicious prove, 
Her fniik pr frown ih>U never change my lowe i 
My heart tl}at now muft every joy refign. 
Incapable of change, is only thine !— 
•O ceafe to weep ! thij ftprm will yet dewy. 
And thcfc hd clouds of forrpw melt *w»y. ^.^; 
Wliile thro* the Tugged path of life we go. 
All mortals tafte the bitter dr »ugb(t ©f woe, 
The fam'd and great decreed to equal paint 
Full oft' in fplendid wretefeednefs complain. 
For this profpcrity, with brighter ray. 
In fmiling contrail gild* our vital day. 
Thou too, fweet maid ! e*er twice ten months are o*er 
Shalt hail Palenaon't^ his native ihore, 
Where never intereft fhail divide us more. 

Her flruggling foul, o'erwhekn'd with tender grief, 
Now found an interval of fhort relief ; 
So melts the furface of the frozen ftream, 
Beneath the wintry iun's departing beam. 
With vrir«ing hafte the fiiades of night, withdrew^ 
And gave tlie fignal of a fad adie«. 
As on my neck tli' afiliiftcd maiden huflg, * 

A thoufand racking doubts her fpirits wrung.^ , ?A 
She wept the terrors of tlie fearful wave» ' " ! * * ^ 
Too oft, alas ! the waiKlcrin^ lover's grave ' " h 
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^With foft pcrfuaCon 1 difpclPd her fcair. 
And from her cKeek beguil'd the falling tear. 
While dying fohdnefs languilh'd in her eyes. 
She pour*d her foul to heaven in (uppliant figha— 
Look down with pity, oh ! ye powers at)ove, 
Wha hear the fad complaint of bleeding love ! 
• Yc» 2[^o ^ fecret laws of fate explore. 
Alone can tell if he returns no more : 
Or if the hour of future joy remain, 
JLong-wiih'd atonement of long-fuffcr*d pain ! 
Bid every guardian minifler attend, 
And from all ilTthe much lov*d youth defend ! 
— With ^ief o'erwhelm*d we parted twice in vain. 
And, urg*d by ftrong attradion, met again. 
At laft, by cruel fortune torn apart. 
While tender paffion dreamM in either heart ; 
Our eyes transfix *d with agonizing look. 
One fad farewell, one laft embrace we took. 
Forlorn of hope the lovely maid I left, 
Pcnfive and pjdc, of every joy bereft. 
She to her filcnt couch retired to weep. 
While her fad fwain embarkM upon the deep. 

His tale thus clos*d, from fympathy of grief, 
Palemon*8 bofom felt a fweet relief. 
The haDk& bird, thus ravilh*d from the fkics, 
Wtet flHbrlorn his lov'd companion flics, 
In ffccrct loug bewail* his cruel fate, 
E 
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With fond remembrance of his winged mate : 
*Till grown familiar with a foreign train, 
Compofed at length, his fadly-warbling drain 
In fwe^ oblivion charms the fenfe of pain. 

Ye tender maids, in whofe pathetic foul* 
Companion's facred ftream impetuous rolls ; 
Whofe warm affe«5Uons exquiiitcly feel 
The fccret wound you tremble to reveal I 
Ah ! may no wanderer of the faithlefs main 
Pour through your bread the foft delicious bane ! 
May never fatal tendemefs approve 
The fond effufions of their ardent love. 
O ! wam'd by fricndfhip*s counfd, learn to (hua 
The fatal path where thoufands are undone ! 

Now as the youths, returning o*er the plain, 
Approach*d the lonely margin of the main, 
Firft, with attention rouz*d, Arion cy*d 
The graceful lover, form*d in Nature's pride. 
His frame die happieft fyramctry difplay'd ; 
And locks of waving gold his neck array 'd. 
In cveiy look the Paphian graces fliine, 
Soft-breathing o'er his cheek their bloom divine. 
With lighten'd heart he fmil'd ferencly gay, 
Like young Adonis or the fon of May. 
Not Cytherea from a fairer fvvain 
Received her apple on the Trojan plain ! . 

The fun's bright orb declining, all fcreae. 
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Now glanc*d obliquely o*er the woodland fcenc . 
Creation fmiles around, on every fpray 
The warbling birds exalt their evening lay. 
Blithe fkipping D*er yon* hill, the fleecy train 
Join the deep chorus of the lowing plain : 
The golden lime and orange there were feen, 
On fragrant branches of perpetual green. 
The cryftal ftreams that velvet meadows lave, 
To the green ocean roll with chiding wave. 
The glafly ocean hulh'd forgets to roar. 
But trembling murmurs on the fandy fhore : 
And lo ! his furface, lovely to behold. 
Glows in the weft, a fea of living gold ! 
While, aU above, a thoufand liveries gay 
The ikies with pomp ineffable array. 
Arabian fweets perfume the happy plains : 
Above, beneath, around inchantment reigns ! 
While yet the fhades, on Time's eternal fcale, 
With long vibration deepen o*er the vale ; 
While yet the fongfters of the vocal grove 
With dying numbers tune the foul to love ; 
With j<4U eyes th' attentive mafter fees 
Th' aufplipis omens of an eaftern breeze- 
Now radiant Vefper leads the ftarry train, 
And night flow draws her veil o'er land and main ; 
Round the charg'd bowl the failors form a ring, 
By turns recount tl^e wond'rous tale, or fing ; 



36 THE SHIPWRECKr 

As love or battle, hardf^ips of the maip, 
Or genial wine, awake their homely ftrain ; 
Then fome the watch of nigl^t alternate keep. 
The reft lie 1?uried in oblivious fleep. 

Deep midnight now involves the livid Ikies, 
While infant breezes from the i)iore arife. 
The waning moon, behind a watery fhroud» 
Pale glimmer'4 o*cr the long-protra^ed cloud. 
A mighty ring around her Giver throne. 
With parting meteors crofs'd, portentous Ihonc 
This in the troubled Iky full oft' prevail? ; 
Oft* deem*d a Qgnal of tempeftuous gales.— 
While young Arion fieeps, before his fight 
Tumultuous fwim the vifions of the night. 
Now blooming Anna, with her happy fwain, 
Approach'd the facred Hymeneal fane : 
Anon tremendous lightnings flaih between. 
And funeral pomp and weeping Loves are feen : 
Now with Palcmon up a rocky deep, 
Whofe fummit trembles o'er the roaring deep. 
With painful ftep he climb*d : while far above 
'Sweet Anna charm'd them with the voice d love. 
Then fudden from the flippery height they fell. 
While dreadful ya^*d beneath the jaws of helL — 
Amid this fearful trance, a thundering found 
He hears — and thrice the hollow decks rebound. 
Upftaning from his couch, on deck he fprung ; 
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Thrice with fhrill nptc ^hc |>p«|tfwain'8 whittle rung. 

All bands unmwr ! prodai]^ a boifterpus. cry : 

All bands unmoor ! the cave^*cl rocks reply ! 

RousM from rcpofe,. alofi; the failpw fwarm, 

And with their levers fooi;i the windUf? arm.* 

The order given, up-fpringing with a bouiid, ^. 

They lodge the bars, and wheel their epgin^ round : > 

At every turn the clanging paulf reii^nd. T* 

Uptom relud^c^it from its oozy cave. 

The pooderpus anchor Tifes o'er the wave. 

Along their flippery n^afts the yards afcend. 

And high in air the canvas wings ^tend : 

Redoubling cords the lofty canvas guide. 

And thro' inextricable mazes glide. 

The lunar rays with long reflection gleam. 

To light the veffel o'er the filver ftream ; 

Along the glafTy plane ferene (he glide^ 

While azure radiance trembles on her fideiu 

From eaft to north the tranfient breeze? pUy^ 

And in th* £g}'ptian quarter foon decay. 

At calm enfucs ; they dread th' adjacent 0iore t 

The boats with rowers, arm'd are fent before : 

* The windlafs is a fort of large roller, ufed t# 
wind in the cable, or heave up the anchor. It i«, 
tuneed about vertically by a number of long bars of 
levers ; in which o^)cration it is prevented from recoil- 
ing, by the pauk 
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With cordage faftcn'd to the lofty prow. 
Aloof to fea the ftately fliip they tow.* 
The nervous crew their fwceping oars extend, 
And pealing fhouts the Ihore of Candia rend. 
Succels attends their &U1 ; the danger's o'er, 
The port is doubled and Beheld no more. 

Now Mom, her lamp palc-gUramering on tne lights 
Scattered before her van reluiSlant Night. 
She comes not in refulgent pomp array 'd, 
But ftemly frowning, wrapt in fullen fliade. 
Above incumbent vapours, Ida's height, 
' Tremendous rock ! emerges on the fight. 
North-caft the guardian ifle of Standia lies. 
And wellward Frefchin'd woody ca|)es arife. 

With wmrfing pofturcs ; now the wanton fails 
Spread all their fnares to charm th' inconftant gales. 
The fwelling ftud-fails f now their wings extend. 
Then ftay-fj^ils fidelong to the breeze afcend : 
While all to court the wandering breeze are plac'd ; 

* Towing is the operation of drawing a fliip for- 
ward, by means of ropes, extendbg from her forepart, 
to one or more of the boats rowing before her. 

t Studdmg-fails are long, narrow fails, which arc 
only lifcd in fine weather and fai;: winds, on the out- 
fide of the larger fquare-fails. Stay-fails are thrce-cor- 
nered fails, which are hoifted up on the (lays, when 
the wind croiTcsthe ihip's courfe ciUier diredly or ob* 
liquely. 
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'Witt yards now thwarting, now oBliqueiy brac'd. 
The dim horizon lowering vapours ihroud. 
And blot the fun, yet ftruggling in the cloud. 
TThro' the wide atmofphere, condens'd with hasi^ 
His glaring orb emits a fanguine blaze. 
The pilots warn their rules of art apply. 
The myftic needle's devious aim to try. 
The compafs plac*d to catch the riling ray,* 
I'he quadrant's fliadow ftudious they furvey ! 
Along the arch the gradual index Aides, 
While PhcEbus down the vertic circle glides. 
Now, feen on ocean's utmofl verge to^fwim. 
He fweeps it vibrant with his nether limb. 
Their fagc experience thus explores the height 
And polar diftance of the fource.of light ; 
Then thro* the chiliads triple maze, they trace 
Th' analogy that. proves the magnet's place. 
The wayward ftcel, to truth thus reconcil'd. 
No more th' attentive pilots eye beguil'd. 

The natives, while the fhip departs the land, 
A(hore with admiration gazing ft.ind. 
Majeftically flow, before the breeze. 
In filcnt pomp (he marches on the feas. 
Her milk-white bottoip caft a foftcr gleam, " 

• The operation of ta'king the fim's azimuth, in or- 
der to difcovcr the caflem variation of the magnetic 
xSeedie. 
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Whlic tr6ftit)Kh^ thro* the green traiiflucent ffrcam. 
The wales, that clofe ibove'in cbntraft fhone,* 
Clafp th6 long fabric with a jetty zone. 
Brltatiiiia, riding awfiil on tHe pfow, 
Gaz'd o'er the valfal-wave that rdird below : 
Where'er &e n'lovM tie vaffil- waves were fecn 
To yield obfequioirs aiid confefs their queen. 
Th* imperial trident grac*(f her dextet hand, 
^Of power to rule the furgc, like Mofes* wand 
Th' eternal empire of the main to -keep, 
And guide her fquadtons 6*6r the trcmbting deep. 
Her left ptdpitious bor^ a myftic fl^ield. 
Around whofe margin rolls the wat'ry field. 
There her bold Genius, iii hik floating car. 
O'er the wild billow hurh the ftotm of war— 
And lo ! the beafis that oft* with jealous rage 
Jn bloody combat met, from age to age, 
Tam'd into Union, yok'd in friendfhip's chairi. 
Draw his proud chariot round the vanquifh'd main. 
From the broad margin to the center grew 
Shelves, rocks, and whirlpools, hideous to the view ! 
Th' immortal fliield from Neptune flie received, 

f The wales, here alluded to, are an affemblagc of 
frrong planks which envelope the lower part of the 
fliip's Tide, wherein they are broader an'd thicker than 
the reft, and appear fomewhat like a range of hoops 
Avliich feparates tlie bottom from the upper works. 
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When firft her head above the water* hcavM. 
Loofe floated o'er her limbs an azure veft ; 
A figur*d Ycutcheon glittcr'd on her breaft : 
There, from one parent-foil, for ever young, 
The blooming rofe and hardy thiftle fprung. 
Around her head an oaketx wreath was feen. 
Inwove with laurels of unfading green. 
Such was the fculpturM prow — from van to rear, 
Th' artillery frownM, a black tremendous tier ! 
Embalm*d with orient gum, above the wave, 
The fwelling fides a yeUow radiance gave. 
On the broad ftern a pencil warm and bold, 
That never fervile rules of art controul'd. 
An allegoric tale on high portrayM, 
There a young hero ; here a royal maid. 
Fair England's genius, in the youth eiprc^, 
Her ancient foe, but now her friend, confeft. 
The warlike nymph with fond regard furvey'd : 
No more his hoftile frown her heart difmay'd. 
His look, that once fliot terror from afar, 
I^ike young Alcides, or the god of war, 
• Serene as fummer's evening fkies (he faw ; 
Serene yet firm ; tho' mild, impreffing awe. 
-Her nervous arm, innr'd to toils fevcre, 
-BrandilhM th' unconquer'd Caledonian fpear. 
F 
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The dreadful faulchion of the hills flic wore, 

Sung to the harp in many a tale of yore. 

That oft* her rivers dy*d -with hoftik gore. 

Blue was her rocky (hicld ; her piercing ey« 

Flafli'd like the meteors of her natite &y. 

Her creft, high-plum*d, was k'ough with many a fear. 

And o'er her helmet gleam'd the northern ftar. 

The warrior youth appear'd of noble frame ; 

The hardy ofisprin^r of fomc Runic dame. 

X,oofe oVr his ftioulders hung the flacken'd bow, 

Renown*d in fong, the terror of the foe ! 

The fword that oft' the barbarous North defy'd. 

The fcourge of tyrants ! glittered by his fide. 

Clad in refulgent arms, in battle won, 

The George emblazon'd on his corfelet fhone. 

Faft by his fide was feen a golden lyre, 

Pregnant with numbers of eternal fire ; 

Whofe firings unlock the wiches' midnight fpcU, 

Or waft rapt fancy through the gulphs of hell— 

Struck with contagion, kindling Fancy hears 

The fongs of heaven ! the mufic of the fpherc* ! 

Borne on Newtonian wing thro* air fhe flics. 

Where other fuss to other fyflems rife ! — 

Thefe front the fcene confpicuous — over head 

Albion's proud oak his filial branches fpread ; 

While on the fea-boat fhorc obfei^uious flood — 
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Beneath their feet, the father of the flood — 
Here, the bold native of her cliffs above, 
Perch'd by the martial maid the bird of Jove ; 
There on the watch, fagacious of his prey, 
With eyes of fire, an Englifh mailiff lay. 
Yonder fair Commerce ftretch*d her winged fail ; 
Here frown*d the god that wakes the living gale — 
High o*cr the poop, the flattering winds unfurl'd 
Th' imperial flag that rules the wat'ry world. ^ 
Deep-blufliing armors all the tops invcft. 
And waiJike trophies either quarter drefsM : 
Then towcr*d the mads ; the canvas fwell'd on high j 
And waving ftreamers floated in the iky. 
Thus the rich veflcl moves in trim array, 
Like fomc fair virgin on her biidal day. 
Thus, like a fwan flie cleaves the watVy plain 5 
The pride and wonder of the -Egean main ! 



END OF THE FIRST CANTO. 
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Hefleaion m ieanting the lahd The gale coniiriuet*-^ 

A iwater-spout Beauty of a dying dolphin "The^ 

ibifs progress along the shore— Wind strengthens — The 
sails reduced^ A shoal of porpoises — Last appearance 
of Cape Spado — Sea rises — A s^U—The sails fur^ 
ther diminished — Mainsail split — Ship bears aixfay ^-- 
fore the tvind — Again hauls upon the wind — Another' 
mainsaiU ftted to the yard — The gale still encreases — 
Topsails furled — Topgallant-yards sent donun — Setr 
enlarges — Sun^set — Courses reefed — Four semtnen lost Oj/T 
the lee main-'yard'artn — Anfciety of the pilots from their 
dangerous situation — Resolute behaviour of the sailors — 
The ship labours in great distress^— ~The artillery 
thrown overboard— 'Dismal appearance of the lueatbfr 
'—Very high and dangerous sea — Severe fatigue of the 
crew — Consultation and resolution of the officers— Speech 
and advice of Albert to the creW'— Necessary dispositicn 
to veer before the ivind — disappointment in the proposed 
effieSi — Nenjo dispositions equally unsuccessful— The miz^ 
ttt'-mast cut away. 

The Scene lies in the sea, betiveen Cape Fresehin in Can^ 
dia, and the island of Falconera, "which is nearly tw*l^/c 
leagues northward of Cape Spado. — TbeTlM^ is from 
nine in the morning till one o'clock of the following 
morning. 



THB 



SHIPWRECK. 



-<M>-*-<>">» 



CANTO n. 



Ai 



lDIEU, yc pleafures of the rural fcenc, 
■'where peace and calm contentment dwell ferenel 
To me in vain, on earth's prolific foil, 
With fummcr crownM the Elyfian valKes fmilc 1 
To me thofe happier fcenes no joy impart. 
But tantalize with "hope my aching heart. 
For thefe, alas ! reludant I forego. 
To vifit ftorms and elements of woe ! 
Ye tempcfts o'er my head congenial roll, 
To fuit the mournful mufic of my foul ! 
In black progreflion, lo !. they hover near ; 
Hail fecial horrors, like my fate fevere ! 
Old 0^0ui hail, beneath whofe azure zone 
The fecret deep lies uneiplor*d, unknown. 
^\pproach, ye brave companions of the fea. 
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-And fearlefs "^ew this awful fcenc with mel 
Ye native guardians of yoUf Country's laws ! 
Ye hold alTertors of her facred caufc ! 
'The Mufe invites-your; judge if Ihe depart, 
Unequal, from the precepts of your art. 
In praAice train'd, and confcious of her power, 
Her fteps intrepid meet the tryhjg hour. 

0*er the fmooth hofom of the faithlefs tides, 
PropsL'd by gentle gales, the veffcl glides, 
llodmond exulting fel^th* aufpicious wind, 
And by a myftic charm its aim confinM. — 
*l'he thoughts of home, that o*er his fancy roll. 
With trembling joy dilate Palemon's foul : 
Hope lifts his heart, before whofe vivid ray 
Diftrefs recedes, and danger melts away. 
Already Britain's parenNclifFs arife, 
And4n idea gre6t his longing eyes ! 
Each amorous failor too, with heart elate, 
X) wells on the beauties of his gentle mate. 
Even they th* impre'fiive dart of love can feel, 
^'hofc ftubbotn fouls are flieatR*d in triple fteel. 
Nor lefs o*crjoy'd, prthaps with equal truth, 
Each faithftil maid cxpedls th' approaching youth. 
In dillant bofoms equal ardors glow. 
And mutual paflions mutual joy beTlow. — 
Tall Ida's fummit now more diftant grew 
And Jove'fr high hill wasriliag on the view ! 
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"When, from the left approaching, they defcry 
A liquid column towering Ihoot on high. 
The foaming hafc an angry whirlwind fwecps, 
Where curling billows roufe the fearful deepe. 
Still round and round the fluid vortex flies. 
Scattering dun night and horror thro* the fldcs. 
The fwift volution and th^ enormous train 
Let fages vers'd in nature's lore eitplain ! 
The horrid apparition ftill draws nigh, 
And white with foam the whirling furges fly ! 
The ^ns were primM ; the vefiel northward veers 
'Till her black battery on the column bears. 
The nitr: fir'd ; and while the dreadful found, 
Convulfive^ fhook the flumberlng air around. 
The wat'ry volume, trembling to the &y, 
Burft down a dreadful deluge from on high ! 
I'h* affrighted furge, recoiling as it fell. 
Rolling in hills difclos'd th* abyfs of hell. 
But foon, this tranfient undulation o*er, 
The fea fubfides ; the whirlwinds rage no more. 
While fouthward now th' increafing breezes veer. 
Dark clouds incumbent on tlieir wings appear. 
In front they view the confecrated grove 
Of cyprefs, facred once to Cretan Jove. 
The thirfly canvas, all around fupplied, 
Still drinks unquench'd the full aerial tide. 
And now, approaching near the lofty ftcra 
A llioal of fportive dolphins they difccrn, 
G 
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From 1nifni(h*d fcdles they beam rdiilgcnt ray?» 
*Till all the glowing ocean feems to blaze. 
Soon to the fport of death the crew repair. 
Dart the long lance, or fpread the baited (bare. 
One in redoubling mazes wheels along, 
And glides, unhappy ! near the triple prong. 
Rodmond unerring o'er his head fufpends -* 
The barbed ftcel, and every turn attends ; 
Unerring aimM, the milfile weapon flew. 
And, plunging, ftruck the fated .vidim thro*. 
Th' upturning points his ponderous bulk fulUin^; 
On deck he ftruggles with convulfive pain. 
But while hie heart the fetal javelin thrills. 
And flitting life efcapes in fanguine rills, 
What radicnt changes ftrike th* aftonifli'd fight ! 
What glowing hues of mingled fliadc and light 1 
Not equal beauties gild the lucid weft, 
With partmg beams all o*er profufely dreft. 
Not lovelier colours paint the vernal dawn. 
When orient dews impearl th* enamel*d lawn - 
Than from his fides in bright fufliifion flow. 
That BOW with gold empyreal feem to glow j 
Now in pellucid fspphires meet the .view> 
And emulate the foft celeftial hue ; 
Now beam a flaming crimfon on the eye. 
And now aflume the purple's deeper dye. 
But here defcription clouds each Ihinihg ray ; 
iW^hat terms of art can nature's powers diiplay ? 
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Kow, while on high the freihemDg gale Ihe feels, 
The ihip beneath her lofty {Hrefiure reels. 
Th' aaxillar fails that coort a gentle l»eeze. 
From their; high ftations fink by How degrees. 
The watchful ndcr of the hehn no more. 
With fix'd attention, eyes th* adjacent fliorc ; 
But by the oracle of truth below, 
The wond*rou8 magnet, guides the wayward prow. 
The wind; that ftill th' impreffive canvas fwell'd, 
Swift and more fwift the yielding bark impelled: 
Impatient thus fhe glides along the coaft. 
Till far behind the hiU of Jove is loft ; 
And, while aloof from Retimo (he fleers, 
Malacha's foreland full in front appears. 
Wide o*er yon' ifthmus ftands the cyprefs^grovc 
That once enclos'd the hallow'd fane of Jove. 
Here too, memorial of his name ! is found 
A tomb, in marble ruins on the ground. 
This gloomy tyrant, whoic triumphant yoke? 
The trembling flates around to flavery broke. 
Thro' Greece, ft>r murder, rape, and inccft known. 
The Mufes rais'd to high Olympus' throne.— 
For oft', alas ! their venal ftrains adorn 
The Prince, whom bkdhing virtue holds in Icom. 
Still Rome and Greece record his endlefs £une. 
And hence yon' mountain yet retains his name. 

But fee ! in confluence borne before the blaft. 
Clouds roll'd on clouds the duiky noon o'ercaft ; 
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The bhcVning occao cur^ i the vnads grife ; 
And the dark £:ud in Crfik fueceOion flies.* 
" While the fwoln canvas bends the mafts on bigh^ 
Low in the waye* the leeward cannon Ue.f 
The failors now, to give the &ip relief, • 
Reduce the topfails by a (ingle reef.f 
Each lofty yard with flaeken'd cordage rcelf. 
Rattle the creaking l^Iocks, and ringmg wheels*. 
Down the tall mails the topfails dnk amain ; 
And, foon redocM, affprne their poft again. 
More diftant grew receding Candia's Ihore ; 
And fouthward of the weft Cape Spado bore. 

* Scud iik a name given by feamen to the lowcff 
clouds, which are driven with great rapidity along the 
atmofphere, in fqually or tempeftuous weather. 

f When the wind crofTes a fhip's courfe, either di- 
retfily or obliquely ; that fide of the (hip upon which 
it ads, is called the weather-fide ; and the oppofite 
one, which is then prelfed downwards, is called the 
lee-fide. Hence all the rigging and furniture, of the 
Ihip are, at this time, diflinguiihed by the fide on 
which they are fituated ; as the Ice-cannon, the lee- 
braces, the weather-braces, &c. 

\ The topfails arc large fquare fails of the fecond 
degree in height and magnitude. Reefs arc certain 
divifions or i^aces by which the principal fails are re- 
duced when the wind increafes ; and again enlarged 
proportionabiy when its force abates. 
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Pour hours the fun his high meridian throne - 
Had feft, and o'er Atlantic regions (hone : 
Still blacker clouds, that all the ikies invade. 
Draw o'er his fullied orh a diiinal ihade» 
A fquall deep lowering blots the fouthem flcy. 
Before whofe boiileroos breath the water's fly.. 
Its weight the topfails can no more fuftain. 
Reef topiails, reef> the boatfwain calls again ! 
The haliards* and top-bowlinesf foon arc gone. 
To clue-lines and reef-tackles \ next they run : 
The ihivering fails defcend ; and now they fquarc 
The yards, while ready failors mount in air. 

♦ Haliards are either fingle ropes or tackles, bjr 
which the fails arc hoiftcd up and lowered when the 
fail Is to bQ extended or reduced. 

f Bow-lines are ropes intended to keep the wind- 
ward edge of the fail fteady, and prevent it from fhak* 
ing in an unfavourable wind. 

I Clue-lines arc ropes ufed to trufs up the clues, or 
lower corners of the principal fails to their refpediye 
yards, particularly when the fail Is to be dofe reefed 
or furled.— ——Reef-tackles are ropes employed to fa« 
cilitate the operation of reefing, by confining the ex- 
tremities of the reef clofc up to the yard, fo that the 
interval becomes flack, and is therefore eafily rolled 
up and fattened to thie yard by the points employed 
for this purpofe. 
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The wcathcr-carings and.thc lee they paft ;•' 
The reefo-^nroll'd, and every point made Mr- 
Their talk above thus finifli'd, Acy defcend, • 
And vigilant th' approaching fquall- attend. 
It comes refiftlcfs, and with foaming fwccp^ . 
Upturnt the whitening furface of the deep. 
In fuch a tempeft, borne to deeds of death, 
The wayward Sifters fcour the blafled heath.- 
With niiir pregnant now the clouds impend, 
And ftorm and catarad tnmulfuous blend. 
Deep on her fide the reeling vcflel lies- 
Brail up the maizen quick ! the mafter cries,!' 
Man the due-garnet !| let the main-flieet fly ! ^ 
The boiftf rous %aU -ftUJ prcffcs froin^ on high, 

* Earings are fmaU cc^^s by which the upper cor- 
ners of the principal fails and alfo the extremities ot 
1^ reefs are fattened to the yard-arms. 

t The mizen is a large fail of an oblong^figBFC ex- 
tended upon the mizen-maft. 

t Cluc-garnets are employed for the fame purpofo 
on the mam-fail and forc-fail as the clue-lines are upon 
aU other fquarc faUs. See note t, page SS* 

§ It isneccifary in this place to remark, that the 
feeets, which are univerlaUy miftakcn by the Eng- 
kOi poets and their readers for the faiU thcmfelves, 
aa no other than the ropes ufcd to extend the clues, ' 
or lower corners of the fails to whicb they are at- 
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And fwif^, and fatal as the lightning's conrfe, 
* Thro* the torn main-fiiil bui^s whh thund'ring force. 
•^While .the rent canvas flfitte^M in- the wind, 
Still on her flaAk the -ftooping bark inclin'd. — 
Bear up the helm a-veather !* Redmond cries ; 
Swift, at the word, the helm a*weather Qies. 
The prow .with fecret inftinA ireers apace ; 
And now the fore<^fail right athwart, they brace.; 
With equal Sheets refirainM, the ' bellyiog fail 
Spreads a broad concave to the fweeping gale. 
While o'er the foam the -ihip impetuous flicst 
Th* attentive timoneerf the helm applies. 
As in .purfuit along th* aeriad way, 
With ardent eye, the falcon marks his prey. 
Each motion yratches of the doubtful chacc, 
^Obliquely, wheeling thro' the liquid fpace.; 

tached. To the main-fail arid fore-fail there is a fhJit 
and tack on each fide ; the latter of which is a thick 
rope ferving to confine the weather-clue of the fail 
down, to the fliip's fide, whilft the former draws out 
the lee-clue ^r lower-comer on the oppofite fide. 
Tacks are only nfcd in a fide-wind. 

* The hdm is faid to bea-weathcr, when- the har 
Hby which it is managed is turned to the fide of the 
ihip next the wind. 

^-Timonccr (from timonniery Fr.) the hclmfinaxi, 
-ordecrfman; 
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So, goveni*d by the fteerfinan*$ glowing hands. 
The regent hehn her motion ftill commands. 

But now the tranficnt fqnall to leeward pail. 
Again fte rallies to the luUen blaft. 
The hcbn to ftarhoard* turns ; with wings mcKn*d, 
The fidelong canvas clafps the faithlcfs wind. 
The mizen draws ; flie fprings aloof once more, 
"While the fore ftay-failf balances before. 

The fore-fail brac*d obliquely to the wind, 
They near iht prow th* extended tack confined : 
Then on the leeward fhect the feamen bend, 
And haul the bordinc to the bowfjprit end. 
To topfails next they hafte ; the bunt-lines gone. 
The clue-linerthro' their wheelM machinery run : 
On cither fide below the fhects arrtaanii'd ; 
Again the fluttering fails their ikirts expand. 

* The helm, being turned to ftarboard, or to th« 
right fide of the fiiip, direds the prow to the left, or 
to port, and vice verfa. Hence the hehn being put a 
ftarboard, when the fhip is running northward, di- 
treds her prow towards the Weft. 

f This fail, which is with more propriety called 
•the fore topmaft-ftay-fail, is a triangular fail that runs, 
upon the fore topmail-ftay, over the bowfprit. It is 
ufed to command the fore part of the fliip, and coua- 
•tcr-balancc the fails extended towards th« ftcrn, See 
alfo the laft note of this Canto. 
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t)ncc mote the toplkils, tho* with humbler plume. 
Mounting aloft their ancient poft refume. 
Again the bowlines and the yards are brac*d ;* 
And all th* entangled cords in oztler plac'd. 

The fail, by whirlwinds thus fo lately rent. 
In tatter*d ruins fluttering is unbent. 
With brails f refix*d another ibon prepared, 
Afcending, fpreada along beneath the yard. 
To each yard-arm the head-rope | they extend, 
And ibon their earings and the roebins || bend. 
That talk performed, they firft the braces § ilack, 
Then to its ilation drag th* unwilling tack ; 

* A yard is faid to be braced, when it is turned 
about the maft horizontally, cither to the right or 
left ; the ropes employed in this feivice are according- 
ly called braces. 

f The ropes ufed to trufs up a fail to the yard-cr 
maft whereto it is attached, are, in a general fenfc, 
called brails. 

t The hsad-rope is a cord to whidi the upper part 
'of the fail is fewed. 

II Rope-bands, pronounced roebins, are finall cords, 
ufcd to faften the upper edge of any fail- to its refpec- 
tivc yard. 

S Bccaufe the Ice-bracc confines the yard fa that the 
tack will not Come, down to its place till the braces are 
<»ft loofe. 

H 
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And, while the lec clue-garnet*s lower'd away. 
Taught aft the flieet, they tally and belay.* 

Now to the north, from Afric's burning fhore, 
A troop of porpoifes their courfc explore -: 
In curling wreaths they gambol on the tide, 
Now bound aloft, now down the billow glide; 
Their tracks awhile the hoary waves retain, 
That bum in fparkling trails along the main. 
Thefc fleeteft couriers of the finny race. 
When thrcat*ning clouds th* setherial vault deface, 
Their rout to leeward ftill fagacious form, 
To fliun the fury of th* approaching ftorm. 

Fair Candia now no more, beneath her lec, 
Prote(5t8 the veffel from th* infulting fea : 
Round her broad arms, impatient of control, 
Rous'd from their fecret deeps the billows roll 
Sunk w^re t^e bulwarks of the friendly fliore, 
And ajl the fcene an hoftile afpet^ wore. 
The flattering wind, that late with promised aid. 
From Candia*s bay th' unwilling ihip betray*d> 
No longer fawns beneath the fair difguife. 
But like a ruffian, on his quarry flics.— 

* Taught implies ftiff, tenfe, or extended ,ftrait ;'* 
and tally is a phrafc particularly applied to the opera- 
tion of hauling aft the fheets, or drawing them to* 
iwards the fhip*s Aein. To belay, is to fallen. ' 
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Toft on the tide flic feels the temped blow, 
And dreada the vengeance of fo fell a foe. ( 
As the proud horfe, with coftlf trappings gay, 
Exulting prances to the bloody fray ; 
Spuming the ground, he. glories in his might, 
But reels tumultuous in the (hock of fight ; 
Bven fo, caparifon'd in gaudy pride, 
The bounding vcffel dances on the tide. — 
Fierce and more fierce the fouthern demon blew, 
And more incens'd the roaring waters grew. 
The fliip no longer can her topfiuls fpread. 
And every hope of fairer ikies is fled. 
Bowlines and haliards are relaxed again ; 
Cluelines hauPd down; and fheets let fly amain \ 
Clued-u^ each topfail, and by braces fquar*d ; 
The feamen climb aloft on either yard. 
They furFd the fail, and pointed to the wind 
The yard, by rolling tackles* then confined. 
While o'er the fliip the gallant boatfwain flies, 
JLike a hoarfe raaflif^ thro' the florm he cries i 
Prompt to dtre<^ the unikilful flill appears ; 
Th* expert he praifcs, and the fearful cheers. ^ 

• The rolling tackle is an aflemblage of pullies, 
iifcd to confine the yard to the weather-fide of the 
maft, and prevent the former from rubbing agamfl 
the latter by the fluduating motion of the ftixp in a 
turbulent fea. 
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Now fome to ftrlke top-gaHafnt yatrds attend ;* 
Some travctterst up tire t^cather backftayarf fend ;V 
At each maft^head the top-fo^efc others head. § ^ 
The youngeft failors from ihe yards ahove 
Their parrels, lifts, and brakes foon remove ; J 



♦ It is ufual to fend down the top-gallant yards on 
the approach df a ftorm. They arc the higheft yards 
that ire rigged in a Ihip. 

•j- Travellers are flender iron tings, encircling \h€ 
backftays, and ufed to ^cilitate the hoifting or lower- 
ing of the top-gallant yards, by confining them to the 
backftays, in their afcent or defcent, fo as to .prevent 
them from fwinging about, by the agitation of the 
velTeL 

^ Backftays are long ropes, extending from the 
right and left fide of the Ihip to the topmaft-headsr 
which they are intended to fecure, 1)y counterafting 
tlie effort of the wind upon the faiU, 

§ Top-ropes are the cords by which the top-gallant 
yards are hoifted up from the de<sk, or lowered again 
in ftormy weather. 

1} The parrel, which is ufually a moveabie Iwrndof 
rope, is employed to confine the yard to its refpcAive 

maft. Lifts arc ropes extending from the head 

of any maft to the extremities of its particular yai*df 
to fupport the wejght of the latter ; to retain it in 
balance ; or to raife one yard-arm higher than the 
other, which is accordingly called topping. 
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Then topt an-cnd, ttnd to the travellers titjd, 

Charg'd with-Bicir iail$, thejriiown die back-ftays flitfc^ 

The yards fecure llong tije booms* recfin*d ; 

While fome Ac-Hying cords aloft tonfih'd. 

Their fails reduc'd, andidl the rigging dear, 

Awhile the crew relak from toils fevere. 

Awhile ' their fpirits, with fatigue oppreft. 

In vain exptfA th^ alternate hour of reft : 

But with redoubling force the tempcfts Wow, 

And watery "hills in fcll iucceffion flow. 

A difmal fhade o'ercalls the fro^wning ikies; 

New troubles grow ; new difficulties rife. 

No feafon this from duty to defcend ! 

All hands on dcok, th' eventful hour ^attend. 

His race performed, the facred lamp of day 
Now dipt in wcftcm clouds his parting ray. 
His ilckemng fires, half loH in ambient hate, 
Refra(% along the duik a crimfon blaze ; 
Till deep iraniepg'd the kmguid orb dedines, 
And now to cheerlcfe night the ficy rcfigns ; 
Sad evening's hour, how different from the pall ! 
No flaming pomp, no bKifliing glories caft. 
No ray of friendly light is feen around : 

The moon and itars in hopekfs ihade are drowned. 

f 

♦ The booms in this place imply any mafte or )'ards 
lying on deck in rcferre, to fupply theplacc of others 
which maybe carried away by diilrefe of weather, &c. 
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The fhip no longer can her courfcs bear :* 
To reef the courfes is the mafter*8 care. 
The failors fmnmon'd aft, a daring band ! 
Attend th* unfolding brails at his commands 
But here, the doubtful officers difpute. 
Till fldU and judgment prejudice confute.— 
Rodmond, whofe genius never foar*d beyond^ 
The narrow rules of art his youth had conn'd ;. 
Still to the hoftile fury of the wind 
Released the fheet, and kept the tack cofl6nM. 
To long tried praAice d^ilhiately warm. 
He doubts con virion, and relies on form. 
But the fage mafter this advice declines ; 
With whom Arion in opinion Joins.— 
The watchful feamao, whoie fagacious eye 
On furc experience may with truth rely, 
Who from the reigning caufe foretels th' effc^r 
This barbarous pradliCe ever will rejeA. 
For fluttering loofe^in air, the rigid (ail 
Soon fliu to ruin in the furious gale. 
And he who drives the temped to difarm. 
Will never firft embrail the lee yard-arm. 

♦ The conrfes are generally underftood (to Be tht 
mainfail, forefail, and mizen, whith are the largeft 
and lowefl fails of their fcveral mafts : the term i» 
however fomctimes taken in a -larger fenfe. 
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The mafter faid ;— bbedicnt to command. 
To ralfe the tack the ready lailors ftaqd.* — 
Oradual it loofens, while th' involving clue, 
Swell'd hy the wind, aloft unruffling flew. 
The (heet and weather-brace they now {land by ;f 
The lee clue-gamet and the bunt-lines ply. 
Thus all prepar'd, Let go the ihcct ! he cries ; 
Impetuous round the ringing wheel it flies ; 
Shivering at firft, till by the blaft iropell'd. 
High o'er the lee yard-arm the canvas fwell'd : 
By fpiliiiig-lines.^ embracM, with brails \:onfln'd« 
It lies at length nnfliaken by the wind. 
The forcfail then-feour'd with eqwd care. 
Again to reef the maiafail they repair.— . 

* It has been remarked before in note §, p. 54, that 
the tack is always faftened to windward ; accordingly, 
as'foon as it is caft lopfe, and the clue-gamet hauled 
up, the weather-clue of the fail immediately mounts 
to the yard ; and this operation mtift be carefully per- 
formed in a Aorm, to prevent the fail from fplitting 
or being torn to pieces by fliivering. 

f It is neccflary to pull in the wcad#r-bracc, when- 
ever the flieet is call off, to prevent thq fail from 
ihaking violently. 

t The fpilUng-lines, which are only ufed on par- 
ticular occafions in tempeftuous weather, are employ- 
ed to draw together and confine the belly of the fail, 
•when it is inflated by the wind over the yard. 
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"While fome high mounted over-haul the tye. 
Below the down-haul tackle others ply.* 
Jearstf lifts, and brails, a feaman each attends, 
AlQng the mail the willing jard dcfcends. 
When lower'd fufHcient they fecurely brace ; 
And fix the rolling tackle in its place ; 
The ree£-lines } and their earings now prepar'd, 
Mounting on pliant fiirouds,§ they man the yard. 

♦ The violence of the wind forces the yai:d [p muck 
•outward from the maft on thefe occafions, that it can- 
not eafily be lowered fo as to reef the fail, without 
the application of a tackle to haul it dbwn on the 
inafl. This is- aftarward*- converted ictO' r<dlin^ 
•taclde. Sec note *, p. 49.' • 

f Jears are the fame to the mainfail, forefail, and 
mizcn, as the haliards (n.<^e *, p^ 53,) are to all ior 
ferior fails. The tye i« the upper part of the jears. 

I Reef-lines are only ufed to reef the mainfail and 
forefail They arc paflM in fpiral turns through ths 
eye-let holes of the reef) and over the head of the fails 
between the rope4>and leg*, till they reach the ex- 
tremities of the reef to which th^ are firnkly- extend- 
ed, fo as to lace the jreef dofe up to the yard, 

§. Shrouds are thick ropes, ftretcbing from the maft- 
heads downwards to the outfide of the (hip, fer^i^ing to 
fupport the mafts. They are alfo ufed ii a range of 
rope-ladders by which the feamen afcend or defcend, 
to perform whatever is ncccflary about the fails tinJ 
rigging. 



tdx on th* eictremes two able hands appear, 
Arion there, the hardy boatfwain here ; 
That in the vm tp £foot the temped hunj, ; 
This roumi tlic Ire yard-att», ffl-otftfcn'd ! dung. 
ISach carlhg to its ftation firit th^ hcod ; 
The reethand* then ^bnjg;, the yai-4 extend : 
The circling oawngsi Wund ihr ejttremes entw^'d, 
By outer and hy jmier tswns f they hind. 
From hand to hand, the re^lf-Iine*, next receiT'd, 
Thro* eye-fct holes and roebJn-Iegs were ccev' A 
The reef in db^lc foWs invbVd they fey ; 
Strain the firin-cordi and cither end hekj. 

Hadft thoi% Arion I hsli the feeward pofr, 
"While on the yard by motbtain WUo^s^toft, 
PcrfiapsObHViiin o'er our tragic talc 
Had then for ever drawar her du&y Veil— — 
But n^liBg heaven prolottg«?d thy vital date, 
ScYcrer ills to fti£fer and i^elate 1 

For, while their orders diofe aloft attend, 
To furl the- mwofail; ot oii deck ddcend, 

* The reef-band is a? long .^lece' of camras fewed 
acrofs the faa» to ftrengttien the canvas In die place 
where the eye-let holes of the reef a;-e formed. 

t'The outer turns of the earing ferve,to extend 
the fail along the y^rd ; and tiie inner turn* are em- 
rioyed to coaliae its h^^ad-rope clefe to its ftir-ftc<S 
^ note U p.-57. 
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A fea,* up-furging with tremendous roll. 
To diftant ruin feems to doom the whole. 
O friends, Ifcurc your hold ! Arion cries ! 
It comes •all-dreadfiil, ftooping from the flues 4 
Uplifted on its horrid edge, flie feels 
The ihock, and on her fide half-bury*d reels : 
The fail, half-bury*d in the whelming ware, 
A fearful warning to the feamen gave : 
While from its margin, terrible to tell ! - 
Three failors with their gallaat boatfwain felL 
Tom with refiftlcfs fury from their hoM, 
In vain their ftruggling arms the yard infold : 
In vain to grapple flying cords they try ; 
The cords, alas 1 a folid gripe dcnyi 
. Prone on the midnight furge, with pantbg breatk 
Tlii^ cry for aid, and long comend with death. 
High o*cr their heads the rolling billows fwecp. 
And down they fink in everlafting fleep. — •* 
B«reft of 'povfeir to help, their comrades fee 
The wretched vii^ims die beneath the lee ; 
With fruitlefs forrow their loft ftate bemoan ; 
Perhaps a fatal prelude to their own ! 

In dark fufpenfe on deck the pilots ftand, 
Nor can detenninc on the next command. 

• A fea is the general name giten by failors to « 
fmgle wave or billow -: hence when a wave burfts over 
the deck, the YclTcl is faid to have Jihipped a fea. 
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Tho' ftill they know the ^eflel's armed fi4e • 
Ihipenetrab}e to the clafping tide ; 
Tho' ftill the waters by no fecret wound 
A pafTage to her deep recefies found ; 
Surrounding evils yet they ponder o'er, 
A ftorm, a dangerous fea, and leeward (horc ! 
Should they, tho* reef 'd, again their fails extend. 
Again in fiutterixig fragments they may rend ; 
Or (hould they ftand, beneath the dreadful (train 
The down«preft fhip may never rife again ; 
Too late to weather* now Morea's land. 
Yet verging faft to Athens' rocky ftrand. — 
Thus they lament the confcquence feverc. 
Where perils unallay*d by hope apjpear. 
Jvong in their minds revolving each event. 
At laft to furl the courfes they confent. 
That done, to reef the mizen next agree. 
And try j- beneath it, ildelong in the fea. 

* To weather a ihore, is to pafs to the windward of 
it, which at this time is prevented by the violence of 
the ftorm. 

f To try, is to lay the fhip, with her fide nearly in 
the dire<ftion of the wind and fea, with the head fomc- 
what inclined to the windward ; the hefm being laid 
a>-lee to retain her in that pofition. See a further il- 
luftration on this is the laft note of this Canto. 
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Now down the inaft the ICopteg yard decKn*^^ 
Till by the jcars and toppiilg4ift \ confinM. 
ThcL head, wi^ cbubKng canvas fenc*4 aroandy. 
lu balance, near the Idfty peek, tiiey bound. 
The reef enwrapt, th* inftrtfed kn?ttlcs ty*d. 
To hoift the fhoBjen*d fail again tSwey liyM. 
The order given, the yard aidt rfiey fway'd ; 
The bratts relax'd, tt* e^t^nded ihcet belfty'd.- 
The helm its jftrfl forfbok, an^, Wth'd a-1^,* 
Inclined the wayward prtjw to firont "die fea. 

When facred Orphens, on the Stygian coalH 
With notes divine implor'd his confort loft ; 
Tho' round him perils grew in fell array, 
And fates and fuHfis ftood to bar \ds ^way ; 
Not more advdnt'roas w»s th*^ attempt toSHovfr- 
'i he powers of "hdl with ftrains of heavenly love^^ 

i The topping^lift, which tops the upper end of tte 
mizcn-yard (fee note ||, p. 60.) This line and the 
f.K following defcribc the operation o£T««fingand bal- 
anciug tlie mizen. The reef of this fail i»-towards< 
the lower end, the knitdcs being fmall fhort Unesaf^d^ 
in the room of points for this purpofe (fee npte 4> p* 
52, and j, p. 5>) they are accordingly knotted un- 
der the foot-rope, or Jower edge of ^he &il. 

* I,afli*d a-lcc, is fattened to the fide !ee. Setf 
note f , p. 5 a. 
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Than mine te \M di* «iwiftiBfr tnofc e.^Wi 

The wildernefs <k 'rode mediwric fdre. 

Such toil th* unwearied BaBdjflofe crtdtxr'd. 

When in the Cretan "kbyrt«itfi'immnf*d ; 

Till Art Ikr ftlutaiy lidp b'eftowM, 

To guide him thrdaghthat mtricate afco(j5- 

Thus, long entangled in a thorny way, 

That never heard the f*wet Pierian lay, 

The mufe, that-tim'd to fcarbwotts -foitndslier ftrinf i. 

Now fpreads like ©sdates a b<Jlda: wiftg •, 

The Terfe begins in fofter ftraina to fiow^ 

Replete widi fad^raricty of woe; 

As yet, amid this ^icatentai war, 
That fcattere d^ftitetion ffom afwr, 
Nor toil, nithkmfA, n<Jr d^rtfc npfwar • 
To firik the feamea xwth uniii^ly fear, 
Tho' their firm hearts no^ageant-hoitour lioaft) 
They fcom the wr^tdh that treftibles hi his poft ; 
Who from the face of danger ftrives to tttm. 
Indignant from tliifodalltottr 'they f^«?ft. 
The* now iiiU dft they felt the raging tide. 
In proud rebellion climb the vcffel's fide. 
No future. ills "UiAnown ^heir fouls appall^ 
They know no danger, or -they fcorn it all ! 
But even the gtenerous fyhits of the brave , 
Subdu'd by toil, airicHdly refpite crave : 
A&ort tcpofe alone their dioughts implore, 
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Their hatra&M powers bjc flumber to reftorc. 

Far other caret the maiUr^s mind employ ; 

Approaching perils all his hopes delbroy. 

In vain he fpreads the graduated chart. 

And bounds the dlflance by the rules of- art ; 

In vain athwart the mimic feas expand* 

The eompafTes to circumjacent lands* 

Ungrateful talk I for no afylum. tracM,. 

A paffage opeft'd from the wat*ry waftc. 

Fate feem*d to guard, with adamantine mound. 

The path to ewry friendly port around. 

While Albert thus, -^yith fecret doubts difnaay*d^ 

The geometric difi^nces furvey*d. 

On deck the watch^l Rodmond cries aloud, 
Secure your livcs^grafj every man a ihroud ! — 
Rous*d from his trance he mounts with eyes s^haft ; 
When o'er the fliip, in undulation vaft, 
A giant furge down-ruihes from on ^igh. 
And fore and a£t dilTever'd ruins lie. 
As when, Britannia** empire lo maintain, 
Great Hawke defcendsin thunder on the main ; 
Around the brazen voice of battle roars, 
And fatal lightnmgs blaft the hoftile (bores ; 
Beneath the ftorm their ihatter'd navies groan '^ 
The trembling deeps recoil from zone to zone. 
Thus the torn veflel felt th' enormous ftroke : 
The boats beneath the thundering deluge broke .. 
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Torth-ftarted from their planks the Wfting ring?, 
Th' extended cordage all afunder fprings. 
The pilot's fair madnncry ftrcws the deck, 
And cards and needles fwim in floating wreck. 
"The balancM niizen, rending to the head. 
In ftrcwning ruins from the margin 'fled. 
The fidesxonvulfivc fliook on groaning beams. 
And, rent with Ubour, yawn*d the pitchy feams. 
They found the well,* and, terrible to hear ! 
Five feet immer8*d along the line appear. 
At either pijmp they ply Ihe clanking brakcif 
And turn by turn tH' ungrateful office take. 
Rodmond, Arion, and Palemon here. 
At this fad talk all diligent appear. 
As fome fair cattle, fliook by Tude alanns, 
Oppofes long^ the approach of hoftUe arms : 
Grim war around her plants bis black array. 
And death and^forrow mark hb horrid way, 
Till in fome deftin'd hour, againft her wall, 
lo tenfold iragethe fatal duindors fall : 

♦ The well is an apartment in u fliip'sheld, ferving 
to inclofa the pumps. It is founded by dropping a 
meafurcd iron rod down into it by a long line. Hence 
the increafe or dimuoitlon of the leaks are eafily dif- 
irovered. 

t The brake Is tbe lever or handl©of the pump, by 
-which it is wrought. 
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The ramparts crack; tbe £olld bulwadbs rea^-; 
And Iioflile troops the iuttcr^d breach afceacL 
Her valiant mmatae- ^tjH the £oe retard, 
'Refolv*d^ tiU^ death th«u: f%q;e4 chac^ t^ guard. 

So the bra^e mariners theit pumps alte&dy ^ 

And help inceflkat^ by rotation lead ; 
But all in vain<-*iQr now the founding; eord, 
Updrawo> an undimim&'d depth explored* 
Nor this fevere diftsela is found alone ; 
The ribs oppreft by: ponderous caiuion groan. 
Deep roiling from the wat*Fy Volume's height. 
The tortur'd fides feem burfting with their weight* 
So reels Pelorus^ with convulfive throes, 
'When in his Tcins the burning ea^thquaVc glowa^ 
Hoarfe thro* Uis ontrails roars th^ inffmal fiame, 
' And central tl^unders rond his groaning-fri^nc.— 
Accumulated mifchiefs thus arife,. 
And fdtc vindidiirA all their (kill d^ok 
One only i;emody the feafon ^ve ; 
To plunge the nenws of b^de in the wave : 
From their high platforms thus th' artillery thrown, 
Eas*d of tlicir load, the timb^« leTs ihaU groan : 
But arduous is the taflc thdr lot requires ; 
A talk that hovering futfe alone iofpires! 
For, while intent the yawning deckis to cafe. 
That ever and anon arc drench'd with fcas. 
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^fiome^fetal billow with recoiling fweep, 
May whirl the helplefs wretches in the deep. 

No feafon this for counfel or delay ! 
Too fdbn th* eventful moments hafte away ! 
Here perfeverance, with each help of art, 
Muft* join the boldeft efforts of the heart. 
Thefe only now^eir mifery can relieve ; 
Thcfe only now a dawn of fafety give ! — 
While o*cr the quivering d6ck, from van to rear, 
.Sroad furges roll in terriBle career, 
Rodmond, Arion, and a chofen crew. 
This office in the face of death purfue. 
The wheel'd artillery o*er tHe deck to 'guide,' 
Rodnaond defcending claimed the weather-fide. 
Fearlefs of heart the chief his orders g^e ; 
' Fronting the rude aflaults of every wave. 
Like feme ftrong watch-tower nodding o*er the deep, 
Whofe rocky bafe the foaming waters fweep, 
Untam*d he flood ; the flem aerial war 
Had mark*d his honefl face with many a fear.— 
Meanwhile Arion, traverfing the waift,* ^ 

The cordage of the leeward guns unbrac'd > 
'And pointed crows beneath the metal plac'd. ^ 

* The waifl of a ihip of this kind is an hollow 
fpace about five feet in depth, between the elevations 
-of the quarter-deck and forecaftle, xmd having the 
upper-deck for its bafe, or platform. 
K 
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Watching the roll, their forelocke they ^^khdrewg 
And from their beds the reeling cannon threw. 
Then, from the windwsK-d hatclemems unbound, 
Rodmond*9 idTociates tvheeTd the arfillery round ; 
Pointed with iron faDg», ^heir bars begtiik 
The ponderous arms acrofs the fteep de^; 
Then, hurrd from founding hinges o*er the fide. 
Thundering they plunge into the flaihing tide. 
The fliip thus easM, fome little refphc finds. 
In this rude conflid of the feas and wittds. 
Such eafc Alcides felt when cloggM with goir, 
Th* envenom*d mantle from his fide he tore ; 
When, ftung with burning pain, he (trove too lat«^ 
To fl:op the fwift career of cruel fate. 
Yet then his heart one ray of hope pfocur*!, 
-Sad harbinger of feTen<>&ld pangs endur*d ! 
Such, and fo fhdrt, the p»ife of woe ftn found t 
Cimmerian darknefs fiiadcs the deep around, 
^ave when the lightnings, gleaming on the fight* 
Flafh thro* the gloom a pale dtfaftrous light 
Above all aether, fraught with fcencs of woe, 
With grim deftruAidn threatens all below. 
Beneath the ftorm-lafli'd furges furious rife, 
And wave uprolPd on wave, aflails the Ikies : 
With ever-floating bulwarks they furround 
The ihip, half-swallow'd in the black profound ! 
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With ceafelefs hazard and iatSgue oppreft, 

Diimay and anguifh every heart poileft ! .,.. ^^ 

For, while with boundHs inundation o*cr 

The fea4)eat ihip th* involving water* roar, 

Difplac'd beneath by her capaeioiifl woaib» 

They rage their ancient ftajtion to celiune i 

By fecret ambtUhes, their £9rce to prove. 

Thro* many a winding channel firft they rore ^ 

Till, gathering £iry, like the fever'd blood. 

Thro* her dark veins they roll a rs^id flood. 

While unrelenting ihm the leak« they fotiad,^ 

The piunps with ever-clanking ^brokes rcfouni 

Around each leaping valve, by toil f ubdii*d> 

The tough bull-hide muft ever be renew*d. 

Their iiakisg hfarts unufual horrors chiU : 

And down their weary lioibs thick dews diftij. 

No ray of light their dying hope redeems ! 

Pregnant with (otn^ new woe ea«:h moment teems I 

Again the chief th' iaftrudive draught extends, 
And o*er the figured plain attentive bepds : 
To him thiS motion of each orb was known, 
That wheels around the fua*$ ref^IgAnt throne : 
But here) alas ! his fcience nought avails ! 
Art droits unequal, and experience fails. 
The different traverfcs, fince twilight made. 
He oa tlie liydrogrs^hif: circk laid i 
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Then the broad angle of lee-way* explored; 
As fwept acrofsthe graduated chord. 
Her place difcover'd by the rules of art, 
Unofual terror (hook the mailer's heart ; 
When Falconera*8 rugged ifle he found. 
Within her drift, with Ihelves and breakers bound; 
For, if on thofc deftrudive (hallows toft, 
The hdplefs bark with all her crcW are loft i 
As fatal ftill appears, that danger o*er. 
The fteep St George, and rocky Gardalor.-. 
With him the pilots, of then: hopclels ftate. 
In mournful coufultation now debate. 
Not more perplexing doubts her chiefs appall^ 
When fome proud city verges to her fall ; 
While ruin glares around, and pale aflfright 
Convenes her councils in^the dead of nights- 
No blazon'd trophies o'er their concave fprea4,. 
Nor ftoried pillars rais'd aloft their head: 
But here the queen of Ihadf around them thre^ 
Her dragon- wing, difaftrous to the view !■ 
Dire was the fcene, with 'vs^irlwind, hail and fhowcTi . 
Black melancholy rul'd the fearful hour ! 

* The lee-way, or drift, which m this place are 
fynonymous terms, is the movement by which a (hip 
is driven hdeways at the mercy of the wmd and fca, 
when £he is deprived of the government of the fails 
and helm. 
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Beneath tremendous rolTd the fiafiiing tide, . 
Where fat«? on every billow ieem*d to ride— 
Inclos*d with ilU, by peril tmfubdu*d» 
Great in diftrefs the* mafter-feaman ftood : 
Skiird to command ; deliberate to advife ; , 
Expert in adion ; and in council wife ; 
Thus to his partners, by. the crew unheard. 
The diiSEateg of hia foul the chief rcfct'd : 

Ye feithful mates, who all my troubles fharc,', 
Approv*d companions of your mailer *s care ! 
To you, alas ! 'twere fruitlefs now to tell 
Our fa4^^e&, already known too well ! 
Thh^^ycnom with favourable gal^s the port wo left,. 
Tho^tiow of every flattering hope bereft ; 
No IkiH nor long experience could forecaft 
Th* unfcen approach of this-deflrudiye blaft. 
Thefc feas, where ftorms, at various feafons blowj . 
No reigning winds nor certain omens know. 
The hour, th* occafion. all your Ikill demands ; 
A leaky fliip» embay 'd by dangerous lands, 
Our bark no tranfient jeopardy furrounds ; 
Groaning ihe lies beneath unnumbered woimds. 
Tis ours the doubtful remedy to find ; 
To Ihun the fury of the feas and wind. 
For in this hollow fwell, with labour fore, . 
Her flank can bear the burfting floods no more ; 
Yet tliis or oihfic ill& flie mull endure ; 
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A dire difeale, and deQ>erate is the cure \ 

Thus two expedients ofier'd to your choice,. 

Alone require your counfel and your voice*- 

Thefe only in our power are left to try ; 

To periih hefe, or from the ftorm to fly. 

The doubtfuVbaiance in my judgment caft^ 

For yarious reafons I prefer the laft. 

'Tis true, the vcffel and her coftly freight, 

To me coniign*d, my orders only wait ; 

Yet, fincetl^ charge of every li£e is mine. 

To equal votes our counfels I refign ; 

Forbid it Heaven, that, in this dreadful hour, 

I- claim the dangerous rein» of purblind power I 

But ihould we now reTolve to bear away. 

Our hopelefsflate can fuiferno delay. 

Nor can we, thus berefl of every fa^. 

Attempt to fteer obliquely on the gale. 

For then, if broaching fideward to' the fea^ 

Our dropfy*d (hip may founder by the lee : 

No more obedient to the pilot^s power, ■ 

Th* o*erwhelming wave may foon her frame devour. 

He faid; the liftening mates with fix'd regard, 
And (ilent reverence, his opinion heard. 
Iniportant was the queftion in debate. 
And o*er their counfels hung impending fate. 
Rodmond, in many a fccne of peril try *d. 
Had oft the matter's happier fltilldefcry'd.. 
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ittt noW) the hoiir« ihe Tceiie;, the occafion knowiv 

Perhaps vrith equal right pFe&rf*d his own. 

•Of lopg experience in Che naval art, 

Blunt was his fpeech, and naked was h» heart ; 

Alike to him each climate 4nd each hlaeft.; 

The firft in danger, in retreat the laft : 

Sagacious balancing th* opposed events, 

From Albert his opinion thus difTents. 

Too true the perils of the prefent.hour. 
Where toils fucceedingiioils our ftrength o'crpowcr j 
Tet whither can we turn, what road purfue, 
With death before ftill opening on the view ? 
Our bark, 'tis true, no iheker here can find. 
Sore ihatter*d by the ruffian feas and wind. 
Yet virith what hope of refuge can we flee, 
Chae*d by this tcmpeft and putrageous fea ? 
For while its violence the tempefts keeps, ' 
Bereft of every fail we roam the deeps : 
Alt random driven, to prefent death we haftei 
^nd one ihort hour perh«^ may be our iaft. 
In vain the gulph of Corinth on our lee, 
Nov7 opeoi t6 her ports a paflagc free ; 
Since, if before the blaft the vefiel flies. 
Full in her tra^ unnumberM ^HMlflk ^,. 
Here Falccneci|,'||kads her kiMJPHK,! 
There diftant Oik^ her ruggccnhelves prepare* 
•Should once her battoni Jxikc that rocky ihore* 
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The fplitting bark that xnftant were no more ; 

Nor flic alone, but with her all the crew 

Beyond relief were doom*d to perifli too. 

Thus if to feud too rafhly we confent. 

Too late in fatal hour we may repent. 

Then of our purpofe this appears the fcopc. 

To weigh the dan^ with the doubtful hope. 

Though forely buffeted by every fea, * " 

Our hull unbroken long may try a-lee. 

The crew, tho* harrafs'd long with toils fevcre, 

Still at their pumps perceive no hazards near. 

Shall we, incautious, then the danger tell. 

At once their courage, and their hope to quell ? 

Prudence forbids ! — ^This fouthem terapeft foon 

May change its quarter with the changmg moon. 

Its rage, tho* terrible, may foon fubfide. 

Nor into moimtains lalh th' unruly tide. 

Thefe leaks (hall then decreafc ; the fails once more 

DircA our courfe to fome relieving fhore.^ — 

Thus while he fpoke, around from man to man 
At either pun^ a hollow murmur ran. 
For while the veffel, thro* unnumber*d chinks. 
Above, below, th* invading waters drinks. 
Sounding her depth, they ejr'd the w|||Dd fcale. 
And lo ! the leaks oM^U their p^i^^BrevaiL 
Yet in their pod, by terrors imfub^H, 
They with redoubling force their talk purla!d. 
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And ROW the fenior pilot fccm*d to wait 
Arion*« voice, to clofe the dark debate. 
Tho' many a bitter florm, with peril fraught, _ 
In Neptune's fchool the wandering ftripling taught, V 
Not twice nine fummers yet matur*d his thought ^ 
So oft he bled by fortune's cruel dart, 
It fell at laft innoxious on his heart. 
His mmd ftill fhunning care with fecret hate, 
In patient indolence refign'd to ftite. 
But now the horrors that around him roll. 
Thus rous'd to adlion his rekindling foul. 

"With fix'd attention, pondering in my mind 
*rhc dark diflreffes on each fide combin'd ; 
While here wc linger in the pafs of fete, 
1 fee no moment left for fad debate. 
For, fome decifion if we wifli to form. 
Ere yet our veflel fmk beneath the ftorm, 
Her (hatter'd (late and yon dcfpondir>g crew. 
At once' fuggeft what meafures to purf jc. 
The lab'ring hull already feems half fill'd. 
With waters through an hundred leaks diflili'd ; 
As in a dropfy, wallowing with her freight, 
Half-drown'd fhe lies, a dead inadive weight ! 
Thus, drench'd by every wavp, hrr riven deck, 

IStript and defdncel^s, floats a Hji^cd v/reck ; 
iier wounded flanks no longer can fuilain 
Thefc fell invafions of the buriling maiiu 
I L 



82 THE SHIPWRECK. 

At every pitch, th* overwhelming billows bend 
Beneath their load, the quivering bowfprit-eDd. 
A fearful warning f (ince the mafts on high* 
On that fupport with trembling hope rdy. 
At either pump our feamen pant for breath* 
In dark difmay anticipating death. 
Still all our powers th' incrcafing leaks defy : 
We fink at fea, no ihore, no haven nigh. . 
One dawn of hope yet breaks, athwart the glooai. 
To light and fave us from the wat'ry tomb. 
That bids us fbun the death impending here ; 
Fly from the following blaft, and ihoreward fteec 
*Tis urg'd indeed, the fury of the gale 
Precludes the help of every guiding fail ; 
And driven before it on the watVy wafte^ 
To rocky fliores and fcenes of death we haflc. 
But haply Falconera we may Ihun ; - 
And far to Grecian coafts is yet the run : 
JLefs harrafs*d then, our fcudding fhip may bear 
Th* alTaulting furge repell'd upon her rear ; 
Even then the wearied ftorm as fooh fliall die;. 
Or lefs torment the groaning pines on high. 
Should we at laft be driven by dire decree 
Too near the fatal margin of the fea, 
The hull difmafted there awhile may ride, 
With lengthened cables, on the raging tide. 
Perhaps kind heaven, with interpoling powaq. 
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May curb the tempeft'ere that dreadful honr. 
But here ingulf 'd, and foundering while we flay, . 
Fate hovers o*er and naarks us for her prey. 

He faid ; Palemon faw, with^ief of heart,. 
The ftorni prevailijog o'er the pilot*& art : 
In filent terror and diftrcfs involved, 
He heard their Ist^ alternative refolv*d. 
High beat hta bofom ^ with fuch fear fobdu'd. 
Beneath the gloom of fome enchanted wood, 
0ft in old time, the wandering fwain explor'di 
The midnight wizards, breathing rites abhor'd : 
Trembling approached th^ incantationft foil. 
And, chill'd with horroc, heard the foogs of hell. 
Arion faw, with fecret anguifh mov*d. 
The deep affli<ftian of the friend he lov*d ; 
And, all awake to fFiendikip*s genial heat. 
His bofom felt cenfenthig tumults beat* 
Alas ! no feafon this for tender love ; 
Far hence the mufic of t^e myrtle grove f^— 
With comfort's fooAkig voice, from hope deriv*d^ 
Palemon's drooping fpii^it be revived, 
Jor coafolation, oft wi^ besting art. 
Returns the jarring numbers of the heart.— 
Now had the pilots ail t^' events re vo^'dj 
And on their final refuge thus refolv'd. 
When, like the faithful fiiepherd, who bcholdt 
Some prowiiBg wolf approach hie fleecy folds ^ 
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To the brave crew, whom racking doubts perplex^ 
The dreadful purpofe Albert thus direds. 
Unhappy paitners in a wayward fate ! 
"Whofe gallant, fpirits now are known too late ; 
Ye ! who unmov'd behold this angry ftorm 
With terrors all the rolling deep deform ; 
\Vho> patient in adverfity, ftill bear 
The firmeft front when greateft ills arc near V 
The truth tho* grievous I muft now reveal, 
That l<mg in vain I purpos*d to conceaL 
Ingulf *d sdl helps of art we vainly try, 
To. weather leeward ihores, alas ! too nigb^ ' 
Our crazy bark no longer can abide 
The feas that thunder o'er her batter'd fide i. 
And, while the leaks a fatal warning givc„ 
That in this raging fea ihe cannot live. 
One only refuge from defpair wc find ; 
At once to wear and feud before the wind,^ 
Perhaps e'en then to ruin we may ftcer ; y 

For broken fliores beneath our Ice appear ; r 

Kut that's remote, and inftant death is here : 
Yet there, by Heaven's affiftance, we may gain 
^me creek or iulet of the Grecian main ; 
Or, fiielter*d by fome rock, at anchor ride, 

• Fer an explanation of thefc manceuvres, the rcsi^ 
der is referred to tlie laft note of this Canto. 
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Till with abating rage, the blaft fubfidc 
But if, detcrminM by the will of Heaven, 
Our helplefsbark at laft aihore is driven, 
Thefe counfcU foliow*d, front Ac wat*py grave 
Oar floating failops in the forf may fa vet 

And firil let all our axes be fecur*d. 
To cut themafts and rigging from aboard,' 
Then to the quarters bind each pkmk and oar. 
To float between the veflel and the (hore. 
The longeft cordage too muft be convey*d 
On deck, and to the weather rails belay*d. 
So they, who haply reach alive the land, 
Th* extended lines may feften on the ftrand. 
Whene'er loud thundering on the leeward fliore. 
While yet aloof we hear the breakers roar. 
Thus for the terrible event prepared, . 
Brace fore and aft to (larboard every yard. 
So fhall our mafts fwim lighter on the wave. 
And from the broken rocks our feamen fave. 
Then weftward turn the ftem, that every maft 
May fliorcward fall, when from the veflel caft. 
When o'er her fide once more the billows bound,- 
Afcead the rigging till flie ftrikes the ground : 
And when you hear aloft th* alarming fliock 
That flrlkes her bottom on fome pointed rock. 
The boldcfl of our failors mufl defcend, 
I'he dangerous bufinefs of the deck to tend } 
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Then ckch, fecur*d by fome couvement cord. 
Should cut the ihrouds and ngf ia§ hem the 'board- 
Let the broad axes next aflaU each mail ; 
And booms and' oars and rafts ta leeward cail. 
Thus, while the cordage ftrctch*d afliore may g^tdff 
Our brave companioas thro' the, fvsreUing tide, 
This floating lambep ihall faftain them o'er 
The rocky ihelves io fafety to the fhore. 
But as your firsieft iuccour, till the laft, 

cling fecurely on. each faithfulf maA ! 
Tho' great the danger, and the talk foverc. 
Yet bow not to the tyranny of fear 1 

If once that iUvilh yolse youc fpirits quell. 
Adieu to hope ! to lift; itielf farewell ! 

1 know, anaoog yott fome fuH oft have -viewM, 
With murdering weapons arm*d, a lawlefs broody 
On England's vile inhuman tbtxe who ftand, 
The foul reproach; and fcandal of our land ! v 
To rob the wanderers wreck*d- upon the ftrand.^^ 
Thefe, while their favage office tbey ptirf«fi, 

^ wound to death the hclpkfs plundered crew, 
Who, *(cap*d from every horror of the mam, 
Implor'd their mercy, but implored in vain. 
But dread not this !— a crime to Gi^eece unknown I 
Such bloodhhounds all her circling ihores dtfown ^ 
Her fons, by barbarous tyranny oppreft, 
Can ihare affliifUon with, the wretch diftrcft : ^ 
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Their hearti, by crnel fate inurMto grief, 
Dft to the friendlcfs ftranger yield relief. 

With confci<ms horror ^uck, the naval band, 
Detefted for a while their native land. 
They curs'd-theileeping vengeance of the law*. 
That thus forgot her guardian fallors* canie. 
Mean -while the nwAer's voice again they hear4» 
Whom, as with filial duty, all revcr'd. 

No more remains— 4);it now a trufty band 
Muft ever. at the pnmp induftrious (land ; 
And while with, as the reft attend to wear, 
Two &ilful fcamcn to the helm repair !— 
O Source of life ! our refuge and our ftayl 
Whofe voice the warring elements obey. 
On thy fupreme afllftance we rely ; 
Thy mercy fupplicate if doonl'd to die ! 
Perhaps this fiorm is fent, with healing' breath, 
From neighbouring fhores to fcourge difeafe and dcathi 
*Tis ours on tliine unerring laws to trull : 
With thee, great Lord ! * whatever is, is juft.* 

He faid ; and with confcnting reverence fraught. 
The fallors joinV. his prayer in filcnt thought. 
His intelleiSlual eye, ferenely bright ! 
Saw diftant objeds with prophetic light. 
Thus in a land, tliat lading wars opprefs. 
That groans beneath misfprtune and diftrefs ; 
"Whofe wealth to conquering armies falls a prry.; 
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Her bulwarks finking, as ber troops decay ; 
^omc bold fagacious ftatefman, from the helm, 
; Sees defolation gathering o*cr his realm : 
He darts around his pcnctratmg eyes, 
Wher© dangers grow, and hoftile unions rife ; 
"With deep attention marks th' invading foe : 
Eludes their wiles, and fruftrates every blow t 
Tries his laft art the tottering ftate to favc, 
' Or in its ruins find a glorious grave. 

Still in the yawning trough the veflcl reels, 
Ingulfd beneath two fluduating hiUs : 
•On either fide they rife ; tremendous fcenc^ 
A long dark melancholy vale between.* 

* That the reader, who is unacquainted with the 
mancsuvres of navigation, may conceive a clearer idea 
of a fhip's ftate when trying, and of the change of her 
fituation to that of fcuddmg, I have quoted a part o^ 
the explanation of thofe articles as they appear in the 
Bi«aionary of the Mariae. 

Trying is the fituation in .which a fhip lies nearly in 
the- trough or hollow of the fea in a tempeft, particu- " 
larly when it blows contrary to'her courfe. 

In trying as well as in fcudding, the fails are al- 
ways reduced in proportion to the increafe of the ftorm • 
ai.d in either ftate, if tlie ftorm is cxceftive, Ihc may 
have all her falls furled; or be, according to the iba 
jmrafc, under bare pclcs. 
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O'hc balanc*d fliip, now forward, now behind, -^ 
'Still felt th* impreflion of the waves and wind, v 
And to the right and left by turns inclin*d. ^ 
But Albert from behind the balance drew, 
And on the prow its double efforts threw.— 



The intent of fpreading a fail at this time is to keep 
the fhip more Heady, and to prevent her from rolling 
violently, by prefling her fide down in the water ; 
and alfo to turn her head towards the fource of the 
wind, fo that the ihock of the feas may fall more 
obliquely on her'flank» than when ffae lies along the 
trough of the fca, or in the interval between two 
waves. While (he lies in this fituation the helm is 
fafbencd clofe ta the lee-fide, to prevent her as much 
as pofiibie from £aUiag to leeward. But as the fhip 
is not then kept in equilibrio by the operation of her 
failsy which at other times counterbalance each other 
at. the head and ftem, ihe i» moved by a flow, but 
xontinual vibration, which turns her head akemately 
to windward and to leeward, forming an angle of 
thirty or forty degrees in the interval That part 
where ihe flops in approaching the dirs6lion of the 
wind, is called her coming to ; and the contrary excels 
of the angle to leeward is called h.^ falling off* 

Veering, or wearing, (fee Knc 14, p. 78, and line 
I S, p. 84.) as ufed in the prefent fenfe, may be defined^ 
the movement by which a fliip changes her ftate from 
trying to that of fcudding, or, of ruiiaing beforcXhe 
^ii^i^on of the wind and fca% 
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The order now was given to bear away ; 
The order given, the timoneers obey. 
High o*er the bowfprit ftretch*d the tortur'd fail. 
At on the rack« diftends beneath the gale. 

It is an axiom in natural philofophy, « That every 
body will perfevere in a ftatc of reft, or of moving 
uniformly in a right line, unlefs it be compelled t» 
change its ilate by forces imprefled : and that the 
change of motion is proportional to the moving forca 
impreffed, and made according to the right line in 
which that force a^s." 

Hence it is eafy to conceive how a (hip is compelled 
to turn into any diredion by the force of the wind, aft- 
ing upon any part of her length in lines parallel to the 
plane of the horizon. Thus in the ad of veering, 
which id a necefiary con£^uence of this invariable prin- 
ciple, the objed of the feamen is to reduce. the action 
of the wind on the ihip*s hind part, and to receive ito 
utmoft exertion on her fore part, fo diat the latter 
may be puihed to leeward. This effeSt is either pro- 
duced by the operation of the fails, or by the impref- 
iionofthewindon thematftsand yards. In the for- 
mer cafe the fails on the hind part of the fiiip are either 
furled, or arranged nearly parallel to the diredion of 
the wind, whidi ihok glides ineffedhially along their 
furfaces; at the fame time the foremod fails are fpread 
abroad, fo as to receive the greateft exertion of the 
wind. See line 3 of this page. The fore part ac- 
cordingly yields to this impulfe, and is put in motion^ 
And this motion^ necdOTarily confpiring with that of the 
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But fcarce the yidding prow its impulfe knew 

When in a thwufand flitting (hreds it flew !— 

Yet Albert new rcfourccs ftill prepares, 

And, bridling grief, redoubles all his cares. 

t 

wind, pnflies the fliip aboat as much as is requilite 
to produce the defired eSkdL 

But when the tempeft is fo violent as to preclude 
the ufe of fails, the effort of the wind operates almod 
equally on the oppoiite ends of the (hip, becaufe the 
mafts and yards iituated near the head and flem ferve 
to counterbalance each other, in receiving its impreffion. 
The effe<% of the helm isalfo confiderable diminifhed, 
becaufe the head-way, which gives life and vigour to 
all its operations, is at this time feeble and ineffe^uaL 
Hence is becomes necelTary to deftroy thb equilibrium 
which fubfifls between the mafls and yards before and 
behind, and to throw the balance forward to prepare 
for veering. If this cannot be effeAed by the arrange- 
ment of the yards on the mads, and it becomes abfo- 
lutely neceflWy to veer, in order to fave the (hip from 
deftmdion (fee line 6, p. 9^) the mizen-maft muft 
' be cut away, and even ^ main-maft, if fhe ftill re» 
mains incapable of anfwering the helmby turning her 
prow to leeward. 

Scudding is that movement in navigation by which 
a (hip is carried precipitately before a tempe(t See 
Bne x8, page 78, and line 18, page 84. 

As a (hip flics with amazing rapidity through the 
veater, whenever this expedient is put in pfasStice, it 
is never attempt ed in a contrary vrind, unlefs when 
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Away there, lower the mizen-yard on deck ! 

He calls, and brace the foremoil yards ahacV T 

His great example every bofoai fires. 

New life rekindles, and new hope infpires* 

While to the helm mifaithful fUll fhe lies. 

One defperate riCmedy at laft be tries. — 

Hafte, with your weapons cimhe ihronds and ftay ^ 

And hew at once the mizen-maft away ! 

He faid ! th' attentive fs^\or9 on each fide. 

At his command the trembling cords divide^ 

her condition renders her incapable of fuftaining thc" 
mutual efiFort of the wind and waves any longer on her 
fide, without being ej^pofed to the moft immiaeot 
danger. 

A fiiip either (cuds with a fail extended oa her fore-^ 
maft, or, if the ftorm is exceiilve, without any fail, 
which in the fca-phrafe is called fcudding under bare. 

poles. 

The principal hazards tocident tofinidding are, gen- 
erally, a fea ftriking the Ihip's ftem ; the difficulty of 
(leering, which perpetuaUy expoles her to the danger 
•f broaching-to ; and the want of fuffident fea-room. 
A fea which ftrikes the ftem violently may Ihattcr it 
to pieces, by which the (Mp muft inevitably founder. <• 
By broachingito fuddenly, ike is threatened with 
lofingallher mafts and (ails, or being immediately 
overturned ; and, for want of fea-room, (he is expof- 
cd to the dangers of being wrecked on a lee-ihorc 
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Fail by the fated pine bold Rodmond ftands ; 
Th* impatient axe hung gleaming in his hands ; 
BrandilhM on high, it fell with dreadful found ; 
The tall maft groaning, felt th^deadly wound.—- 
Deep ga{h*d with fores, die tottering ftmAure rings ; 
And craihing, thundering, o*er the quarter fwings. 

Thus when fome limb, convul»*d with pangs of deaths 
Imbibes the gangrene's peftilential breath : 
Th' eipericnc^d artift from the blood betrays 
The latent venom, or its courfe delays : 
But i^ th' infedion triumphs o'er his art. 
Tainting the vital ftream that warms the heart^- 
Refolv*d at laft, he quits th* unequal ftrife, 
Severs the member, and preferves the life. 
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"^he design and influence of poetry^ Applied to tbeiuBjea 
^—JVreck of the mizen'-mast cleared away — Ship vetrt 
before the tvind — Her 'violent agitation — Different sta* 
Hon J of the offiters-^Appearance of the island of Pal- 
eonera — Excursion to the adjacent nations of Greece^ rr» 

notoned in antiquity^Athens — Socrates — Plato Aris^ 

tides — Solon — Corinth — Sparta — Leonidas Jnvatiom 

of Xerxes — Lycurgus Epaminondas'-^Modern ap» 

Jiearance — Arcadia — Its former happiness and fertility 
^^-Present distress, the effeSi of slavery-althaea-^ 
Wysses and Penelope — Argos and Mycenae — Agamenf- 

mn—mMacronisi — Lemnos — Vulcan and Venus Ddos 

Apollo and Biana 'Troy Sestos, Leander, and 

Hero — Lelphos — Temple of Apollo-^Parnassus The 

svhjeSi resumed — Sparkling ffthe sea— 'Prodigious tem^ 
Jfest, accompanied with rain, hail, and meteors — Dari^ 
nessy lightning, and thunder— Approach of day—Dis" 
covery of land—The ship in great danger passes the 
islhndofSt, George — Turns her broadside to the shore 
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Cape Colona, in Attica — The Time is about seven 
hoursf king from one fill eight in the morning. 
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HEN in a barb^ous age, with blood defilM, 
The human favagc roam*d the gloomy' wikk*' 
When fullen Ignorance her flag difplay'd. 
And Rapine and Revenge her voice obey*d ; 
Sent from the ihores of light the Mufescamc, 
The dark and folitary race to tame. 
'Twas their's the lawlcfs paf&ons to control, 
Aiid melt in tender fympathy the foul : 
The heart from vice and error to reclaim, , • 

And breathe in human breafts cekHial flame. ^ T^ 
The kindiiiig fpirit caught th' cmpyreal^rajf^fei ' 
And glow*d congenial with the fwelling liiv. 
Rous*d from the chaos of primeval nign!. 
At once faar Truth and Reafon fprung to light,-* 
When great Mr^onides, in rapid fonjr, 
'The thuuderir.g tide of battleroUs along, 
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Each raTiih'd bofom feels the high alarms, 

And all the burning pulfes beat to arms. 

From earth upborne on Pegafcan wing^ 

l^ar thro* the boundlefs realms of thought ke fprmgs ; 

While diftant poets, trembling as they view 

His funward flight , the dazzling track purfue; 

But when his firings with mournful magic, tell 

What dire difbrefs Laertes* fon befel, 

The flrains, meandring thro* the maze of woe, 

Bid facred fympathy the heart o*crflow. 

Thus, in old time, the Mufes* heavenly breath 

With vital force diflblv*d the chains of ^eath : 

Each bird in epic lays began to fing. 

Taught by the matter of the vocal ftring. — 

'Tis mine, alas ! thro* dangerous fccnes to ftray. 

Far from the liglit of his unerring ray ! 

While, all unus'd the wayward path to tread. 

Darkling 1 wander with prophetic dread. 

To me in vain the bold Maonian lyre 

Awakes the numbers, fraught with living fire I-^ , 

Full oft ifldced, that mournful harp of yore 

Wept the fad wanderer loft upon the fhore ; 

But o*er that fcene th* impatient numbers ran, 

Subfervient only to a nobler plan. 

*Ti^ mine, th* unraverd profpcdl to difplay, 

And cham th* events in regular array. 
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Tho* hard the te&, to fing in varied ftrains, 
While all unchangM the tragic theme remain* ! 
Thrice happy ! might the fecret powcrt of art 
Unlock the latent windings of the heart ! 
Might the fad numbers draw compaflion's tear 
For kindred-mifcrics, oft beheld too near ; 
For kindred wretches, oft in ruin caft. 
On Albion's ftrand, beneath the wint'ry Waft ; 
For all the pangs, the complicated woe, 
yicT braved fons, her faithful failors know I 
So pity, gufiiing o*er each Britiih breaft. 
Might fympathize with Britam's fons diftreft : 
For this, my theme thro* mazes I purfue, 
Which nor Maeonides nor Maro knew. 

Awhile the maft, in ruins drag*d behind, 
Balanc*d the impreffion of the helm and wind : 
The wounded ferpent, agoniz*d with pain. 
Thus trails his mangled volume on the plain. 
But now the wreck difTever'd ft-om the rear. 
The long reludant prow began to veer ; 
And while around before the wind it falls, 
Square all the yards !* the attentive mafter calls— 
You timoneers her motion ftill attend ! 
JPor on your fteerage all our lives depend. 

*To fquare the yards, in this place, is meant to ar- 
rso^e them diredly athwart the ihip's length. 
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So, fteddy !* meet her, watch the blaft behind 

And fteer her ri^ before the feas and wind t 

Starboard agaia ! the watchful pilot cries ; 

Starboard, the obedient timoneer replies. 

Then to. the left the ruling helm returns ; 

The "wheelf revolves ; the ringing axle bums t 

The (hip no longer, foundering by the ke. 

Bears on her fide th* invafions of the Tea : 

All lonely o'er the deiert wttfle (he flies, 

Scourg*d on by furges, ftorm and burfting fkieft 

As when the mafters of the lance aflatl. 

In Hyperborean feas, the flumbering whale ; 

Soon as the javelins pierce his fc4y hide. 

With angui(h (hing, he deaves Uk downward tide ^ 

In vain he flies! no friendly refpite found ; 

His lifet^lood gu(hes thro* th' inflaming wound. 

The wounded bark thus Smarting wkh her pain. 
Scuds from purfuing waves along the main : 
While, daih'd apart by her dividing prow. 
Like burning adamant the waters glow. 
Her joints forget their firm eIa(Lic tone ; 
Her. long keel trembleS) and her timbers groaiu 

» Steddy is the order to fteer the fhip according t* 
the line on which (he advances at that inftant, with- 
out deviating to the right or left thereof. 

t In all large (hips the h^ is managed by a wheel 
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UpheavM behind her, in tremendous height, 
The billows frown, with fearfiil radiance bright f 
Now (hivering, o'er the topmoft wave flie rides. 
While, deep beneath th' enormous gulf divides. 
Now, launching headlong down the horrid vale^ 
She hears no more the roaring of the gale ; 
Till up the dreadful height again (he ^s, 
"Trembling beneath the current of the ikies. 
As that rebellious angel who fr«m heaven 
To regions of ettrnal pain was driven ; 
When dreadlel's he forfook the Stygian ihorcj 
The diftant realms of Eden to explore ; 
Here, on fulphureous clouds fublime upheaved. 
With daring wing th* infernal air he clcav*d. 
There, in ibme hideous gulph defcending prone,. 
Far in the raylefs void of night was thrown : 
Even fo fhe fcales the briny mountain's height, 
Then down the black abyfs precipitates her flight. 
The mails, around whofe tops the whirlwinds fing^ 
With long vibration round her axle fwing. 
To guide the wayward courfe amid the gloom. 
The watchful pilots 'different pods affume. 
Albert and Redmond, ftation*d on the rear. 
With warning voice 6ire6t each timonecr. 
High on the prow the guard Arion keeps. 
To (hun the cruizers wandering o'er the deeps. 
Where*er l\e moves Palemon ftill attends, 
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As if on him his only hope dq>ends : 

While Rodm6nd, fearful of fome neighb*ring {hoir^ 

Cries, ever and anon, Look out afore !— 

Four hours thus fcudding on the tide (he flew, 

When Falconera*8 rocky height they View, 

High o*er its fununit, thro* the gloom of night. 

The glimmering watch-tower caft' a moumfal lights 

In dire amiizement riveted they ftand, 

And hear the breakers lafh the rugged ftrand : 

But foon beyond this fhore the veflel flies^ 

Swift as the rapid eagle cleaves the ikies. 

So from the fangs of her infatiate foe, 

0*er the^ broad champain feuds the trembling roe^ 

That danger paft, refleds a £eeble joy ; 

But foon returning fears their hope deftroy. 

Thus, in th* Atlantic, oft* the failor eyes. 

While melting in the reign of foftcr fties. 

Some Alp of ice, from polar regions blown, 

Hail the glad influence of a warmer zone : 

Its frozen cliffs attemper*d -gales fupply : 

In cooling ftream th* aerial billows fly ; • 

Awhile deliver'd from the fcorching heat, 

In gentler tides the feveriih pulfea beat. 

So, when their trembling veffel pafs*d this iflc,. 

Such vifionary joys the crew beguile : 

Th' iUufive meteors of a lifblefs fire ! 

Too foon they kindle, and too foon expire ! 
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"Say, Mempry ! thou, from -whofe unerring tongue 
Tnftni<Sfcive flows the animated fong ; 
'What regions now the flying fliip furround f 
Regions of old, thro' all the world renown*d ; 
That, once the. poet's theme, the MuTes boafl. 
Now lie in ruins ; in oblivion loft ! 
Bid they, whofe fad diftrefs thefe lays deplore, 
Unfkill'd in Grecian or in Roman lore, 
Unconfcious pafs each funous circling fliore ? 

They, did ; for blafted in the barren fliade, 
^ere, all too foon, the buds of fcience fade : 
8ad ocean's genius, in imtimely.hour. 
Withers the bloom of every fpringing flower : 
Here fancy droops, while fullen cloud and ftoma 
The generous climate of the foul deform. 
Then if, among the wandering naval train. 
One ftripling exil'd from th' Aonian plain. 
Had e'er, entranc'd in fancy's foothing dream, 
Approach'd to tafte the fipreet Caftalian ftream, 
(Since thofe falubrious ftreams, with power divine^ 
To purer fcnfc th' attemper'd foul refine) 
His heart with liberal commerce here unblcft, 
Alien to joy ! fincercr grief pofleft. 
Yet on the youthful mind th' impfeflion caft 
Of ancient glory, Ihall for ever laft. 
There, all unquench'd by cruel fortune's ire. 
It glows with incxthiguiftiablc fire. ♦ 
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Immortal Athens fn-ft, in ruin fpread. 
Contiguous lies at Port Lieno*s head. 
Great fourcc of fcience ! whofe immortal name 
Stands fbremoft in the glorious roll of hmt. 
Here godlike Socrates and Plato ihone. 
And, firm to truth, eternal honour won. 
The firft in Virtue's caufc his life refign*d, 
By Heav'n pronounc*d the wifeft of mankind ; 
The laft foretold the fpark of vitol fire. 
The foul's pure cffence, never could expire. 
Here Solon dwelt, the philofophlc fagc, 
That fled Pififtratus' vindi<^ive rage. 
Juft Ariftides here maintain'd the caufe, 
"Whofc facred precepts thme thro* Solon^s laws. 
•Of all her towering {lru<^ure8, now alone 
Some fcatter'd columns ftand, with weeds o'ergrowB. 
The wandering ftranger, ndar the port defcries 
A milk-white lion of flupendous fize ; 
Unknown the fculptor ; marble is the frame : 
And hence th' adjacent haven drew its name. 

Next, in the gulf of Engia, Corinth lies, 
Whofe gorgeous fabrics feem'd to ftrike the flcies ; 
Whom, tho* by tyrant-vigors oft' fubdu'd, 
Greece, Egypt, Rome, with awful wonder view'd. 
Her name, for Pallas' heavenly art rcnown'd,* 
Spread like the foliage which her pillars crown^dL 

* Archit^urc. 
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^ut now, in htal defolation laid. 
Oblivion o'er it draws a difmal fhadc. 

Then further weftward, on Morea's land. 
Fair Mifitra ! thy modem turrets (land. 
Ah ! -who, unmov*d with fecret woe can tell 
That here great Lacedaemon's glory fell ? 
Here once Ihe flourifh'd, at whofe trumpet's found, 
^War borft his chains, and nations fliook around. 
Here brave Leonidas from (hore to fhore. 
Thro' all Achahbade her thunders roar : 
He, when imperial Xerxes, from afar, 
Advanc'd whh Perfia's fumlefs troops to war, 
Till Macedonia &runk beneath his fpear. 
And Greece difmay'd beheld the chief draw near : 
He, at ThermophylaB's immortal plain. 
His force repel'd with Spafta's glorious train. 
Tall CEta faw the tyrant's conquer'd bands, 
In gafping millions, bleed on hoflilc lands. 
Thus vanquifli'd Afia trembling heard thy name, 
And Thebes and Athens ficken'd at thy fame! 
Thy (late, fupported by t-ycurgus' laws. 
Drew, like thine arms, fuperlative a]^laule. 
Even great Epaminondas drove in vain. 
To curb thskt fpirit with a Theban chain. 
But ah ! how low her free-bom fpirit now4 
Her abjed fons to haughty tyrants bow ; 
A falfe degenerate fupcrftitioua race, 
O 
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Jnfeft thy region, and thy name difgr»C€ f 
Not diftant far, Arcadia** Weft domaint 
Peloponncfes* circling fliore Contains. 
Thrice happy foH ! where ftill fcrenely^ gay. 
Indulgent Flora hreath'd perpetual May. 
Where buxom Ceres tau^t th* obfequious field, 
Ridi without art, fpoataneous gifts to yield. 
Then with fome rural nymph fupremely bleft. 
While tranfport glow*d in each enamour'd breaft j 
JEach faithful (hepherd told his tender pain. 
And fung of fylvan fports in artlcfs ftrain. 
Now, fad r^verfe ! <^pireffion*s iroa hand 
£nflave;s her natives, a#d defpotls the land. 
In lawlefs fapi&e bred, a fanguine train 
With midnight^ravage fcour th' imcukur^d plain. 

Weftward of thcfe, beyond the ifthmus lies 
The long-loft ifk of Ithacus the wife ; 
Where iair Penelope her abfent lord. 
Pull twice ten years, wkh faithful love deplor*d. 
Tho* many a princely heart her beauty won. 
She, guarded only by a ftripling-fon, 
£ach bold attempt of fuitor-kings repeld. 
And undefil*d, the nuptial contraA held. 
With various arts te win her love they toH'd» 
But all their wiles by virtuous fraud ftie foiled. 
True to her vews, and refolutely chafte. 
The beauteous prkce& triumpH*4 Jit the iaft. 



THE SHIPWRECK* I07 

Argos, in Qxnece let gotteo and imkncma. 
Still feems her cmd f(Hrtiuie to beooao ; 
Argos, whofe monarch led the Greaup hafts. 
Far o*er the iB^ean huUb» to Dardaa coftfts. 
Unhappy pnnce ! who on a hoftile ihm>e, 
Toil, peril, aBgui&, ten long winters hacti,- 
And when to native realms reftor*d at laft, 
To reap the harveft of thy labcMirs pail ; 
A peijur*d friend, alas! and falthie^ wife. 
There facrific*d to impious IvA ihf\}oh t — 
Faft by Arcadia ftretch thefe de£crt plaiOB ; 
And o*er the Jand a gloomy tyi^nt reigni 

Next the fyk iHt oi Helena* if feen. 
Where adverfe wij^ds^detain'd^the {fartap qileen ; 
For whom in araas combined the Grecian Aft, 
With vengtaooe fir'd, invaded Phrygians coaft ; 4 
.For whom fo loQg -they labor'd to de^oy 
The facrcd to|rret»of imperial Tnay. 
Here, driven hy Judo*s rage,, the .ha|deft dame, 
Fotlom of hean, from ruin'd lUoo came 
The port, an image bears of Parian Aone, 
Of ancient £»bric, hut of dato tmhnown. 

Due eaft from this appears th' immOTtal ihore: 
That facred Phoebus and Diana bore. 
Delos, thro' aM the .^ean feas renownM ! 
(Whole coaft the rocky^Cyclades furround) 

* Now known by the name of Macronift. 
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By Phccbus. honoor'd, 'and by Greece Tcv&'d r 

Her haUo\?*d grores e'en diftant Perfia feared; 

But now, a filent unfrequented land ! 

No human fbotftep marks ^ic trackleft fattd. 
Thence to the north, by Allans weftcm bound. 

Fair Lemnos ftands, with rifing marble crowned*. 

Where, in her rage, avraging Juno hurl'd 

ill-fated Vulcan from th* aetherial world. 

There his eternal anviU firft he rear'd ; 

Then, forgM by Cydopean art, appeared 

Thunders, that {hook the ikies with dire idiirm%. 

And, form'd by flcill divine, Vulcanian arms. 

There with this cripple wretch, the foul di^race- 

And living fcanA of the empyreal race, 

The beaijflous queen of Love in wedlock dwelt t 

In fires profene can heavenly bofoms melt f 

Eaftward of this appears the Dlardan fkote^ 
That once th' imperial towers of Ilium bore. 
lliuftrious Troy ! renowned in every clime,- 
Thro* the long ann^jk of unfolding time 1 
Mow oft, thy royal bulwarks to defend, . 
Thou faw'ft tliy tutelar gods in vain defcend i 
Tho' chiefs unnumbered in her caufe were flaioi 
Tho* nations perrfli*d on her bloody plain ; 
That refuge of perfidious Helen's (hame 
Was doom*d at length to fink in Grecian fiax^e : 
And now, by Time's deep plough-ihare harrow'd o'cft 
The feat of iacred Troy is found no more ; 
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Kb trace of all her glories now rematnt ! 
But com and ▼ines enrich her cultur*d plaint.. 
Silver Scamander Utcs the rerdant ihore ; 
Scanumder oft o'erftbw*d with, hoftile'gort ! 

Not £uT removed £rotn lUoaVfunoas land* 
In counter-view appears the Thractan ftrand ; - 
Where beauteous Hero, from the turret's hei^f . 
I)ifplay*d her crefcent each revolving night. 
Whofe gleam <lireAed lov'd Leander o*er 
The roiling Hellefpont, to Afia*8 ihore ; 
Till, in a fated hour,, on Thracia*8.coaft^. 
She iaw hcclover's lifclefs body toft,. 
Then felt her bo(bm .agony fcvere ; 
Her eyes iad*>gazing poured th' inceiSAt tear ; 
0*erwheinVd with anguiih, frantic with defpair,. 
She beat her beauteous, breafl and tore her haix>— - * * 
On dear Leander's name in vam.fhe cry*d ; 
Then headlong plung*d into the parting tide- 
The parting tide receiv'd the lovely weight, 
And proudly. flowM, exulting in its^f^eight !, 

Far weft of Thrace^ beyond the JE^enn mainj. 
Remote from ocean, lies the Delphic plain*. 
The facrcd oracle of Phoebus thcrcj! 
High o*er the mount arofe, divinely fair f 
Achaian marble formed the gorgeous pile : 
Auguft the fabric ! etegant its ftile ! 
On brazen binges turned the filver. doors ;. 
And chequer 'd marble pav'd the polifh'd flborsi 
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The roo£s where ftoryVi tabhitiires afpear'd;; 
On cohumis of Consdiian mould were rear*d :- 
Of Ihining porpfayxy theihafb were fram*iiU 
And round the hollow dome bright jewds flasi'd^ 
ApoIlo*« Ai]>pliattt prieftt, a bbmclefs train ! 
Pram*d their oblations-mi ^ holy fsast : 
To front the fim*t declining ray *twat plac'd ; * 
With golden harps asid Uving lairels grac*d. 
The fctences-and arts, aromd the ftrine, 
Confplcuons ihone, eDgrav*d by hands divine ?'- 
Here -ffifculapins' fnrice SfphyM his creft. 
And burning glories ^fpaHded on his breaA : 
While, from his tyeV infn&ra^ light,- ^ 
BIfcafc and DeSh i-ecoird, in headlong flight. 
Of this great temple, thro* aU timcpenown*d, . 
Stink in oblivion, no remains are fonnd. 

Contiguous here, with hallow'd woods o*«Tpread,- 
Pamaffus lifts to heaven its honorM head ; 
Where from tlie deluge <av*d; by Heaven's command,^, 
Deucalion leading Pyrrha, hand in hand, r 

Repeoplcd all the defoliated land. 
Around the fcoie un&ding laurels grow,. 
And aromatic flowers for ever blow. 
The winged cfaoiro, on every tree above, 
Carol fweet numbers thro* the vocal grove ; 
While, o*er th* eternal fprmg tliat fmiles beneaA, 
Young zephyrs, home on t ofy pinionsy bresrth6« 
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Tair danghtcrt of the fun \ the fiicred mae, 
Ticre jyakc to citacy their fongs diTiae ; 
'Or crown*d with myrtle, in fbme fweet alcove« 
Attune the tender fhings to hieeding loTe. 
All fadly fweet the bahn^ currents roll ; 
'Soothing to fofteft peace the tortur*d fouL 
While hill and vde with choral ^ce around. 
The mufic of immortal' harps refound, 
Fair pleafure leads in dance the happy hours, 
-Still fcattering where fhe moves Elyfian flowers !— 

Even now the flxains, with fweet contagion fraught* 
.Shed a delicious languor o*er thethougllt— 
Ad^ ye vales, that iiniltng peace bcftow, 
'Where Eden's blofiGams ever-vernal hlow ! 
Adieu ye ftreams, that o*er inchanted ground 
In lucid maze th* Aonian hill furround ! 
Ye fairy fcenes where fancy loves to dweH, 
And young Delight, for ever, oh, farewell! 
The foul with tender luSury you fill, 
, And o'er the fenfc Lethean dews diftill! 
Awake, O Memory, from th' inglorious dream*! 
'With brazen lungs rcfume the kindling theme t 
Colledl thy powers ! aroufe thy vital fire ! 
Ye fpirits of the ftorm, my vcrfe infpire ! 
Ttloarfe as the wliirlwinds that enrage the main, 
•Ih torrems }>ouf along the fweHing drain ! 
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Now, borne m^tuous oVr/thc Iwnling dcepi, 
THer courfe to Attic fhores the vefiel keeps : 
'The pHots, as the waves behind her fwell, 
Still with the wheeling ftem their 'force repel 
For this afTault ihould either quarter* feel. 
Again to fiaik the tempeft'ihe might reel. 
' The ftce^fmen every bidden turn apply ; 
To right and left the fpokes <^temate fly. 
Thus when-fome conquer'd hoft retreats in fear, 
The braveft leaders guard the brokenrear ; 
4ndignant they retire, and long oppofe 
Superior armies that around them dofr; 
Still fhicrd th& flanks ; ^e routed fquadrons joinc; 
And guide the flight in one>embodied line : 
- So they dired the flying bark before 
Th* impelling floods that Ufh her to the fliore. 
As fome benighted traveller, thro* the fliadc, 
Explores the devhjus" path with heart difmay'd ; 
While prowling favages behind him roar, 
And yawning pits «nd quagmires lurk before-— 
High o'er the poop th* audacious feas a,fpire, 
^UproU'd in hills of flndwatbg fire. 
vAs fome fell conqueror, frantic with fucce&, 
• Sheds o*er the nations ruin and diArefs'^ 

* The quarter is the hinder part of the ihip^s fid*; 
vor that, part which' is near the ftem. 
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•So, whiltf the waCry wilderncfs he roaips, 
locens'd to fevenfold rage the Tempeft foami ; 
And o*er the trembling pines, above, below. 
Shrill thro* the cordage howls, with cotes of woe. 
Now thunders, wafted from the burning zone, 
Growl from afar, a deaf and hollow groan ! 
The ihip*8 high battlements, to either fide 
For ever rocking, drink the briny tide ; 
Her joints unhing*d, in palfied languors play. 
As ice diffolves beneath the noon-tide ray. 
The ikies afnnder torn, a deluge pour ; 
Th' impetuous hail dcfcends in whirling ihowcr. 
High on the maiU, with pale and livid rays. 
Amid the gloom portentous meteors blaze. 
Th* Serial doom, in mournful pomp array 'd. 
Now lurks behind impenetrable ihade. 
Now, flaihing round intolerable light, 
'Redoubles all ihe terrors of the night. 
"Such ten-or Sinai*s quaking hill o*erfpread, 
When Heaven's loud trumpet founded o'c;- his head. 
It fcem'd, the wrathful angel of the wind 
Had all the horrors of the ikies combinM ; 
And here, to ons ill-faced (hip oppo8*d. 
At OQce '^e dreadful magazine difcWd. 
And lo ! tremendous o*er the deep iie fprings, 
Th* inflaming fulphur daihilig from his wings ! — 
Hark ! his ilxong voice the diimal filence breaks ; 
P 
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Mad chaos Brom-the ckanis of deatk swalutt 
* Loud and more loud the rolling peaU eidarge ■; 
And blue. on deck their blazing iides difchargtt 
There, all-aghaft, the ihivcring wretches ftood ; 
While chill fufpcntc and fear congeaTd their bloo4 
Now in- a deluge burfts £he living flame. 
And dread concuffion rends the ethereal frame. 
Sick earth convulfivc groans from Ihore to (kore4 
And nature ihuddering feels -the horrid row. 

Still the fad profped rifes on my fight ; 
Reveard in all ito mournful ihade and light. 
-Swift thro* m74>ttlfM glides the kindling fire. 
As lightning glances on th* elei^ric wire. 
But ah ! the force of numbers firives in ,vaio, 
The glowipg (cenc unequal to fuftain. 

But lo i at laft, ^m tenfold darknefs borne. 
Forth iflues d*CE the wave the weeping morn. 
Hail facred vifion-! who on orient wit^, 
The cheering dawn of light propitious bring f 
All nature '/miling hail'd the vivid ray. 
That gave her bjeautie9 to returning day : 
AH but our Ihip that, groaning on the tide, 
^o kind relief, no gleam of hop« defcry'd. 
For now, in front, her trembling inmates Ice 
The hills of Greece, emerging on the Ice. 
^ the loft lover views that fatal mom, 
.On which, for ever from his bofom torn, 
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The oymph ador'd refigns her blooming charmr) 

To blefs T^di love fome happier rival's arms. 

So to Eliza dawn*d that cntel day. 

That tore JEneas from her arms away ; 

That few him pardng, never to retom, 

Herfelf in fiineral flames decreed to bum : 

O yet in clouds, thou genial fource of light. 

Conceal thy radiant gldries from our fight ! 

Go, with thy finile ddom the happy plain, 

And gild the icenes where health and pleafure reign : 

But let not here, in Ibom thy wanton beam ,1] 

Infult the dreadful grandeur of my theme f *^ 

While fhoreward noW the bounding vcffel flies, 
Full in her van, St. George's clifls arife : 
High o'er the reft a pointed crag is fcen. 
That hung proje<fting o'er a m«fly gK«B. 
Nearer and nearer now the da^er grows, 
And all their fldU relentlefs fates oppofe. 
For, while more eaftward they direA the prow, 
£n6rmou8 waves the quivering deck o'crflow. 
While, as flie wheels, unable to fiibdue 
Her Ellies, ftill they dread her broaching-te.* 

* Broadiing-to, is a jiidden and involuntary move- 
ment in naviga^on, wherein a fliip, while fcudding 
CT failing before'the wiag unezpe&cdiy turns her fide 
to windward. It is generally occafloned by the difii- 
c\dty of fteering her» or by fome difafter happening 
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Alarauog thought ! for now no more B-ke 
Her men fide cookl bear th* isTading fea ; 
And if the following forge ihe icnds before, - 
Headlong ihe runs upon the dreadful ihore : 
A ihore where fhelves and hidden rocks abonn<i^ 
Where death in fecret ambuih lurks around^— » 
Far lefs diimay*d, Anchifes* wandering fim 
Was leen the ilraiu of Sicily to ihnn t 
When Palinunis, from the l|elm, defcFj'd 
The rocks of Scyjla on his eaftem fide ; 
jfKThile in the wefi, with hideous yawn difclo^(^ 
His onward path Charybdis* gulph oppos'd. 
The double danger as by turns he viewM, 
His wheeling bark her arduous trade pnrfu'd. 
Thus, while to right and left deibnAion lies» 
Between th* extremes tlie daring veffcl fliea^ 
With boundlefs involution, burfting o*er 
The marble cliffs, loud daihing furges roar. 
Hoarfe thro' each winding creek the tempefb rtvo% 
And hollow rocks repeat the groan of waves, 
Dcftrudion rbimd th* in&tiate coail prepares. 
To crufli the trembling ihip, unnumbered Ihare^ 
But haply now ihe *fcapes the fatal ilrand, 
Tho* fcarce ten fathoms diftant from the latid : 

to the machinery of the bekn. . See the lafb note of 
the fecond Canto. 
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Swift, i9 the weapon ifliiing from the bow. 
She cleaves the hwrning waters with her prow ; . 
And forward leaping, with tumultuous hade. 
As on the tempeftV wing, the ifle ihe paft 
With longing eyes and agony of mind. 
The Tailors Tiew this refuge left behind ; 
Happy to bribe, with India's richeft ore, 
A fafe accefiion to that barren (hore I. 

When in the dark Peruvian mine confin'cl^ 
Loft to the cheerful commerce of mankind^ 
The groaning captive waftes his life away. 
For ever exil*d from the realms of day ; 
Not equal pangs his bofom agonize, 
When far above the facred light he eyes» v 

While, all forlorn,. the vidim pines in vajn. 
For fcenes he never ihall poflefs again. 

But now Athenian mduntaint they defcry. 
And o*er the furge Colonna firowns on high ; 
Belide the cape's proje^ing verge are placed 
A range of columns, long by time defac'd; 
Firft planted by devotion to fuftain, 
hi elder times, Tritonia's facred lane. 
Foams the wild beach below with mad'ning /age. 
Where waves and rocks a dreadful combat wage. 
The jkkly heaven, fermenting with its freight. 
Still vomits o*er the main the feverifh weight ; 
And now, while wxng'd with ruin from on high. 
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Thro* the fcnt cload* the nigged lightningt fij%.^ 
A flaih, quick gUmcing on the nerves of li^it. 
Struck the pale heUinaa with eternal night : 
Rodmondy who heard a pkeowgro an behind, 
Touch*d with conipaffion gazed upon the blind : 
And, while around his fad companions croud. 
He guides th' unhappy vidkn to the ihroud.- 
Hie thee aloft, my gallant friend ! he cries ; 
Thy only fuocor on the maft rekes !«-* 
The helm, bereft «£ half its vital force. 
Now fcarce.fubdu*d the wild unbridled coniCe : ^ 
Quick to th' abandon*d wheel Arioa came, 
The (hip*s tempeftu^ut iallscs to reclaim. 
Amaz'd he faw her, o*er thcfoundkig foam,. 
Upbomcy to right and left dtftra^d roatfi. 
So gazM young Phaeton, with pale difiuay^ 
When, mounted in the flaaaing car of day, 
With raih and tmpiAiifthand, the ftnpling tryU 
Th* immortal courfers of the fun to guide. — 
The vcflel, while the dread event draws nigh,. 
Seems more impatient o*er the waves to fly : 
Fate fpura her on :— thus iffuing from afar. 
Advances to the fun feme blazing ftar ; 
And, as it feels th' attradion*8 Idndling force, 
Springs onward with acccllcratcd courfc. 

With mournful look the feamen ey'd the ftran'd. 
Where death's inexorable jaws expand : 
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Swift from their mkads dspsM i^ dangen paft. 
As, c^mb with terror, they behdd the kft. 
Now, oa the- trenifalmg^ (hreuds, hc^e, behinii. 
In mute ^i^eiife they moem isto the wind.— 
The genitt* of the deep on rapid wing. 
The black eventfiil mom^tleemVi to being. 
The fetal fiftcrton the furge before, 
Yok'd their iofemal hories to the prore.y-<- 
The fteerfmen bow received their laft'commaad 
To wheel the ve£kl fidclong to the ftrand. 
Twelve failors, on the foremafk who depend. 
High on the pIatfbnn.of the top «£eeiid ; 
Fatal retreat 4 for while the plunging prow 
'.Immergea headlong in the -wave below, 
Down preft by wat'ry weight the bowfprit bend«» 
And from above xhe ftem deep-craihing rends. 
Beneath her beak the floating.ruiBa Ue ( 
The foremaft totters, .nnfaftaiii'd oahigh.: 
And Row^e-lhtp, foce-lifted by the iea, 
Hurls the tall £ibric backward 6*er her lee; 
While, in the general wreck, -the faithful ilay 
Drags the main-t^^sft from its pod aw«y. 
Flung from the maft, the feamen fbive in vaift 
Thro* hoftile floods their ^eflel to xcgain. 
The waves they hqffct, till bereft of ftrength, 
0*crpower*d they yield to cruel fate at lengt||j 
The hoftile waters ck)fe around their head.; 
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They fink for ever, omiiber'd wkii ^ dead ? 
Thofe who remain theic feariul down mwait. 
Nor kmger mourn their loft companions* hte. 
The heart that bleeds with forrows afl its owii. 
Forgets the pangs of friendihip to bemoan^*-/ 
Albert and Rodmond and Palemon ^ere, 
"With young Arion, ^m the maft appear ; 
Even they> amid th* unfpeakabk diftreis. 
In every look dlftrading thoughts confefs $ 
In every vein the refluctat blood congers, 
And every bofom fiatal terror feds. 
IncloiM virith all the demons of the main. 
They vicWd Ac adjacent Ihore, but viewM in vain. 
Such torments in the drear abodes of hell, 
Where lad defpair laments with rueful yell, / 

'Such torments agonize the damned breaft, 
While fancy views the manlions of the blefL 
For heaven*« fweet help their fsppliant cries implore ; { 
3ut heaven, relentlefs, deigns to help no more i 

And now lafiiM on by defliny fcvwe, 
With horror fraught, the dreadfd iconc drew nearf 
The fhip hangs hovering on the Terge of death. 
Hell yawns, rocks ri£ci and brealBers roar beneath* 
Jn vain, alas ! the facred (hades of yore 
Would arm the mind with phiiofophic lore ; 
Tn vain^hey^d teach us, at thelateftbneatbt 
To imile ferene amid the pangs of death. 
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^v*n Zeno^nl^, and Epidetut oW, . 
This fell aby£i had ihttdder'd to behold. 
Had Socrates, for godlike virtue iaoi*dt 
And wiieft ofthe fiNit'of men prodaMn'dy 
Beheld this fcene of frensy and diftreis, 
His fovl had trembled to itS'laft recels ^-> 
O yet' confirm my heart, ye powersabove. 
This laCft tremendous (hock of &te to prove. 
The tottering Iramcof reafon yet fnftain ! 
Nor let this tot^ ruin whirl my brain ! 

In -vain the cords and axes were prepar*d» 
For now tK* a^dadous ieas infolt the yard ; 
High o*er the ihip they throw a horrid fiiads. 
And o'*er her burft in terrible cafcade. 
Uplifted on the furge, t« heaven ibe flies, 
. Her (hatterM top half buried in the fldes ; 
Then headlong plunging Sunders on the ground. 
Earth groans ! air' trembles ! and the de^s refound 
Her giant bu& the dread conci^on feels, 
And quivering with'the woimd, in torment reels. 
*So reels cbnvuls'd with agonizing throes, 
The 1)leeding bull beneath the murd*rer*s blows.-— 
Again (he plunges ! hark ! a fecond <hock 
Tears her Ibrong bottom on lihe marble rock! 
■Down oft'the vale of death, with diixnd cries. 
The fated vidittis flradderlng roll their eyes, 
^ wild defpair ; while ye^ another ftroke. 



With deep convuliicat scndttl^ iblii <Mik« 
Till like the miofe^ in wiM>fie infemalod^ 
The lurking demooft ofdefirui^on 4weU9 
At1engt!h afi)lidet<tpai her Iramo diirid«s» 
And cralhing fpresflK in nun oV j^ tides- 

O were it,, oufie with tiu^^ MaroV ^rt, 
To wake to ^p$^^ th^ foe^og bjuurt ; 
Like him the fi^Moth and monm^ Torfie to drdfii 
In all the poqip of exquiiite diftrfii! 
Then, too fever^ tav^ hy cmel £»te 
To fhare in a^the penU 1 relate. 
Then might I| wich viorvral'd ftraim deplore 
Th' impei:vi<M«9 ^lorrots. of 4 Itse^ard ihore. 

As o*er the furge the i^oopiag main^m^d hufig* 
Still on .the rigging thirty feaPMn, 4iwg ; 
ISome, ftruggling, oq a brok^ vag were cafl, 
And there hy oozy tang^ grappled hft ; 
Awhile they hore th* overwhelming billows rage» 
Unequal combat with their fate to wage ; 
Till all beaumb'd smd feeble they forego 
Their flippery hold, and iink to fl^Kles belpw^ 
Some, from the main^yard-arm impetuom thrown 
On marble ridges, die without a groan. 
Three wi^.Palcmon on their &ill depend, 
And from the wreck, on oars and rafts dcfccnd. 
Now on the mountain-wave on high they ride, 
Then downward jplunjje bcAeath tb* involving tide; 



Till one whorcdAs m t^rnf to ftrilrfe, 
The whiriing bretitot hei^ on itort kll^; 
The reft a i)[»eedS^ end of angtfifli kn^ 
And ftt& the ftony beadi, i lil^els tt&k i 

Next, O lifth&ppy CMef I tfi* ttcrmfl doom 
Of hesven decreed iJiee to lihe htiitf tomb! 
Whtt fcencs of taSSbff tortnent thf view ! 
What pamAd ftrnggles di thy dying 6rcw ! 
Thy peri&*d hopes all bmied in the flood, 
O'erfproad tvith corfel ! red with human blood f 
So pierc*d with angtiifh hoary ^riam ^d. 
When Troy's imperial dowen in rufn blaz*d ;. 
While he, fcteteft forroW doom'd to leel. 
Expired beneath the viator's nturdering fteeL * 
ThtitWiAhiihelplefs partners to the Uft, • 
Sad refuge ! Albert lugs the flbatmg maft ; 
His foul could yet fuft^ this mortal blow» 
But droops, alas ! beneath fupeiior woe ; 
For now foft toature's fympathetic chain 
Tugs at his yearning heart with powerful ftrain ;: 
His fetthfnl wife for ever doom*d to mOurh 
For him, alas I who never ihall return ; 
To black adverfity's approach expos'd, 
With want and hardfhips unfbrefeen enclosM : 
His lovely daughter left without a friend, 
Her innocence to faccour and defend : 



} 



I £4 'FHE 8inPWRECI&. 

By jouth and indigeiice let forth a prey 
To lawlefs guilt, that flatten to betray-* 
While theie refledumt rack hit feeling mindi 
Rodmond, who hong bclide, hit^ graip refign'd^ 
And, atthetnaihling waters o^er him: rolFd,^ 
His oatftretch!d arms the mailer's 1^ infold—^ 
Sad Albert feels the diflblution near, 
And ftrives in vain his fetter'd limbs to dear ; 
For death bids every clinching joint-adhere. 
All-&int, to Heaven he throws his dying eyes. 
And, '* Q proted my wife and child !** be cries t . 
The guihing ftreams roll back th* unfiniih*d found ! . 
He gafps ! he. dies ! and tumbles to the ground ! . 

Five only left of all the pen(h*d throng. 
Yet ride the pine which ihorewardrdrives along ; , 
With thefe Arion flili his hold Scares, 
And all the aflaults of hoftile waves endurcfc 
O'er the dire profpetft as for life he ftrivesi 
He looks if poor Palemoayet furvives. 
Ah wherefore, trufiing to unequal art, 
Didft thou, incautious ! from the wreck depart ?. 
Alas ! thefe rocks all human ikill defy. 
Who ftrikes them once beyond relief tnuft die : 
And now fore wounded thou perhaps art tofb 
On thefe, or in fome oozy cavern loft ; 
Thus thought Arion> anxious gazing rounds 
In vain, his eyes no more Palemon found. 



The daemoBs of deftm Akm hofer m^ 

And thick these mortsd fhaftt commiffionM fly ; 

And n*w a bteakmg fiuge,. with fbrceful fwa^ 

Two neu Aiion furious teai» away. 

HoriUon the ccagt». behold, they gafp { they bleed 1 ' 

And groaning, cling vpon th^ elulive weed !— 

Another billow bnrftt in boandleftroar ! 

Arion finks ! and Memory views no more ! 

Ha ! total night and horror here prefide ! 
My ftun*d ear.tingle» to the whizzii^ tide ! . 
Jt is the funeral knell 1 and gliding near, 
rMethinks the phantoms of the dead appear ! 

But lo ! emerging Irom the watery grave. 
Again they float incumbebton the wave.! 
Again the. difinal profped opens round, . 
The wreck, the fliores,ihe dying and the drowa*d ! ' 
And fee ! enfeebled by- repeated fliocks, 
Thefe two who Icramble on th' adjacent rocks^ 
Their £aithleis hold no longer jcan retain. 
They fink o*erwhclm*d, and never rife again ! 

Two with Arion yet the maft upbore 
T^at now above the ridges reach'd the fiiore : 
Still trembling to defcend, they downward gaze 
With horror pale, and torpid, with amaze : 
The floods recoil ! the ground appears below ! 
And life't faint err^trs now rekindling glow : 
Awhile they wait th' cxhaudcd waves* retreat, 



Then climb flow uplhe t>^idi WStli hMds ahd keC- 
O HeaTcn ! <kiiTer*d by trhofe firltrdgn hand. 
Still ea the brink of heU they fhuddering ftafid. 
Receive tbc languid i^kcenfe they beftdw, ' 
'fliat damp Wilih death a(>pean not yet to gliiw. 
To thee ^b foul l!he wafm oblation pays, 
With tremblilig ioAor 4ti imequal praife ; 
In every heart d&hiay with wonder i^ves. 
And Hope the Bcken*d fparV of Hfc revives ; 
Her magic powers their ezil'3 health reftore,^ 
Till horror and defpair are fblt no more. 

A troop of Grecians who hihabit nigh, 
And oft th'efe pedis of the deep defcry, 
RousM by the bluft'ring tempeft of the night, 
Anxious had climbM Colonna*8 neighbouring height^ 
When gazing downward on^* adjacent flood, 
Full to their view the fcene of ruin ftood. 
The furf with mangled bodies ftrew'd around ; 
And thofe yet breathing on the fea-waih*d ground !' 
Tho' loft to fcience and the nobler arts, 
Tet nature's lore informM their feeling hearts ; 
Strait down the vale with haftening fteps they faicdi 
Th' unhappy fufferers to affift and guide. 

Mean while, thofe three efcapM, beneath explott 

The firft adventVous youth who reach 'd the fliore ^ 

Panting, with eyes averted from the day, 

c ■ 
Prone, helplels, on the tangly beach he lay—- 



"^It is Pakiyidii :^-«h ! what tnavlto mU 

'With hope axi4 terror in AHoa's foul ! . 

If yet unhiut he Uvea agjun to ^km 

His friend and this (ble remnant of our crew 1 

With us to travel thro' this foreign 3one» 

And ihare the iiitiire good <rt ill imllPPWIit 

Arion thus ; but ah ! £ui doom of ^te. 

That blecd^ Memory forro^iu to relate ; 

While yet afloat, on ibm&refiftipg ropk« 

His ribs wefe daih*d, and fRM^'d with the ihock ; 

Hear^-pierciBg fight ! thoib.chei^ksfQ late arrayed 

In beauty** blpom, are pale with nK>ltal fbf^ I 
BiiHlling blood his loTely breaft 6*eF^readt 
And clogged the golden trelTes of his head I 
Nor yet the lu^gs by this, pernicious (Irokp 
Were wounded| or the tQcal organs broke. 
Down from his neckf with blazing gems array'df 
Thy image, lov^y Anna ! hwig. portray *d » 
Th* unooqCopt^ igure finilin^all ferene, 

. . Sufpended in a golden chain was feciL 
Had'ft thpo, foft maiden ! in this hour of woe, 
Beheld him writhing from thct deadly blow. 
What force of art, what language coold C9cprefii. 
Thine agony ? thine CKcpuike diftrels ? 
But thou alas ! art doom'dto weep in vahi 
For him thine eyes fhall never fee again ! 
With dumb ama^eni^t pale* AriQi\ga«'4 
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.And cantioiifl]r' the wounded youth npndsM ; 

Palemon then, with^ruel- pangs opprcft, 
rin faultering accents th^rhis firiend addre(i*d-: 
" O' refcu*d from deftru(Sbion late fo nigh, 

Beneath whofe £eiuI influence doom*d I lie-; 

Are we then exil'd to this laft retreat 
^Of life, unhappy' \ thus decreed to meet ? 
-Ah ! how udlike what yefter*mom enjoy'd, 
. Inchanting hopes, for ever now dcftroy'd'! 

Fo^ wounded far heyond all heafing power, 

Palemon dies, and this his finalliour ; 

By thofe fell breakers, where in vain I ftroi^ 

At once cut off from fortune, life and love ! 

Far other ftenes muft foon prefcnt my fight, 
'That lie deep-buried yet in tehfold night. 
-Ah ! wretched -father of a wretched^fon, 
"Whonr thy paternal prudence has undone ! 
'How will remembrance of this blinded care 
3end down thy head with anguiih and defpalrl 
rSuch dire effeds from avarice arife. 

That, deaf ta nature's voice, and vamly wife, 

With^ force fevere endeavpars to control 
' The noblefl paffions that iB%}t«4he foul. 

But O, thou facred Power ! whofe law oonned» 

Th* eternal chain of caufes znd^cStS^ 
.^Let not thy chaflcning minifters of rage 

A£id with iharp. remorse, his ieeble«ge4 
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And yooy ArioB ! wha Mnih th«ft the Iftft 
Of all Mir crew ftirvive the fliipwreck paft— 
Ah ! ceali? to menni ! thefe it'midkf tears refirain f 
Nor give toy dying m om enta keener pain ! 
Since heaven taacf im« tfaQr wanderii^ ftqw reftore^ 
When patted hence, to £ogkmd*s dtibuit fliore ; 
Shouldft thou, th* trnwiilin^ nnflenger of fate^ 
To him the tragic ilory firft^iht^ 
Oh ! Friendflup't genefouB ardor then tofptdi f 
If or hint tlM fittal canA of my diftre6 : 
Nor let earii horrid incident fiiftaia 
The lengthnM tale to aggravate his pahi. 
■Ah. ! then remember weU my iaft requeft, 
Por her who rcignt for ever in my hreaft 4 
Yet let him prove a iaihflr and a ^end, 
Tlie helpkft maid to Kboeoiir and defmid. 
Say, I this fnit implor*d Vfhii farting hreath, 
•So heaven befriend him at his hour of death i 
But oh ! to lovely Aona fhouldft thou tell 
What dire untimdy end thy friend hdbl, 
Draw o'er the difrnal fcene foft pity's ve3, 
And lightly touch the lamentable tate { 
Say that my love, inviobbly troe, 
Ko change, no dlmimition ever knew ; 
io ! her bright- image, -pendent on my neck, 
U all Palemon re£:u'd from the wreck ; 
Take it and fay, when panting in the wave, 
1 {lrug^le<^, life ai^ this alone to fave ! 
& 
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" My foul that fluttenng haftcns to be free, 
Would yet a tram of thoughts impart to thee, 
Bbt ftrives in vain !— ^the chilling ice of death 
Congeals my blood, and cboaks the ftream of breath: 
Rfifign*d (he quits her cmnlordefs abode. 
To couHe that long, unknown, eternal roa4^ 
O facred Source of ever-giving light t 
Condud the weary w^H^er in her fli^t I 
Dired her onward to duat |>ea«Eeful ihore. 
Where peril, pain and death are felt no more ! 

** When thou fome taje of haplcfe love ihalt btiX^ 
That fteals from pity's eye the melting tear, 
Of two chafte hearts, by mutual paflion joio'd. 
To abfence^ forrtsw and defpair coniign'd« 
Oh ! then, tp fwoH the tides of fbcial woc^ 
That heal th*^affli<fted bolbia tjiey o'erflow. 
While memory diiftates, tlus fad Shipwreck teU» , 
And what diftre^ thy wretched jEriend bcfcl ! 
Then, while in dreams of A>ft compa0ion dro^n'd«^ 
The fwains lament, and maidens weep around ; 
WTiile lifping children, touch'd with infant fear. 
With wonder gaze, and drop th' imconfcious tear i 
Oh ! then this moral bkl their ibuls retaia, 
" All thoughts of hagpincfs on earth arc vain."* 



• fed fdlicet ultima femper 



Expedanda dies homini ; " dicique beatus 
Ante obitum nemo fupremaque funera debet," 

Ovid. Metam. lib, > 
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The kft faint accents trembled on his tongue, 
That now ina^ve to the palate clung ; 
His boibm heaves a mortal groan — he dies ! 
And fhades eternal fink upon his eyes ! 

As thus defac'd in death Palemon lay, 
Arion gaz*d upon the lifelefs clay 5 
Transfixed he ftood, with awful terror fill'd, 
IVhile down his cheek the filent drops difHll'd. 

Oh, ill-ftar*d vot'ry of unipotted truth ! 
Untimely peri(h*d in the bloom of yoath. 
Should e*er thy friend arrive on Albion's land, 
He will obey, tho* painful, thy demand ; 
His tongue the dreadful ftory ihaU difplay. 
And all'the horrors of this difmal day ! 
Difafirous day ! what ruin haft thoa bred ! 
What anguiih to the living and the dead ! 
How haft thou left the widow all forlorn. 
And ever doom'd the orphan child to mourn ; 
TTiro* life's fad journey hopelefs to complain ! 
Can facred juftlce thefe events ordain ? 
But O my foul ! avoid that wondrous maze 
Where Reafon, loft in endlcfs error, ih^ys ! 
As thro* this thorny vale of life we run. 
Great Caufe of all efi^ds, Tby ivili be dont f 

Now had the 'Grecians on llie beach arriv'd. 
To aid the bclpkfs few who yet furviv'd : 
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WhOe fMffing tlMf beiudd 4be wavM oV^jpra^ 
With diatterM rafts and coriet of tke dead ; 
Three (Ull eliw, bcniimbM and faint they find^ 
In moumlul iilence on a rock reclined. 
The generous natives, mofv'd with fecial pain* 
The feeble Grangers in ^dr arms fuftain ; 
With pitying fighs their hapleis lot deplore^ 
And kadthenx trembling from the fatal fliorc. 
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X HE fcaie of daHh Is dosM,^ tlie mournfiil ftnufay 
Diflblve in &fiag Umguor oi| the ear : 
Yet pity wcepii, yet fympathy ccJmpIalnJ, 
Aftd dnmb fofpeiife await* l>*ert*he!m'a with fear. 

But the fed Mifes with prophetic eye 
At once the fbttire and the paft explore t 

Their harps oblivion's ioflnclicc can defy, 
And waft the fpirit to th' eternal Ihore. 

Then, O Palcmon f if thy fhade can hear 
The voice of Friendffiip ftill lament thy doom ;: 

Yet to the fad oblations bend thine ear, 
That rife in vocal incenfc o*er thy tflmb. 

In vain, alas ! the gentle maid fhall weep, 
While fecret anguifh nips her vital bloom ;. 

O'er her foft frame fhaU ftcm difeafes creep. 
And give the lovely vi^im to the tomb. 

Relentlefs phrcnzy Ihall the Father fling, 
Untaught in Virtue's fchool diftrefs to bear ; 

Severe remorfe his tortur'd foul Ihall wring, 
'Tis his to groan and perilh in dcfpair. 
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7e loft companions of dillrefs, adieu ! 

Your toilrand pains and dangers are no more ! 
The tempeft now ihall howl unheard by you, 

While ocean finitea^in vain the trembling Ihorc 

On you the blaft, furcharg'd wkh rain and (how, 
In winter's dUmal nights no more (hall beat : 

Unfelt by yea the vertic fun may glow. 
And fcorch the panting earth with banefiil heaft. 

Ko more the joyful Maid, the fprightly ftrain. 
Shall wake the dance to give you welcome home; 

Nor hopelefs Love impart undying pain, ' 
When far from fcenes of focial joy you roam. 

No more on yon* wide wat*xy wafte you llray, ' 
While hunger and difeafe your life confume. 

While parching thirft, that bums without allay,. 
Forbids the blafted rofe of health to bloom. 

No more you feel Contagion's mortal breath, 
That tainu the realms with mifery fevere ; 

No more behold pale Famine, fcattering death, 
With cruel ravage defolate the year. 

The thund'ring drum, the trumpet's fwelling ftrain 
Unheard ihall form tlvs long embattled line : 

Unheard, the deep foundations of the m^n 
Shall tremble when the hoftile fquadroi^s join, . 
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Since grief, htigae and hazards ftill moleft 
The wand'ring va^als of the faithlefs deep^ 

Oh ! happier now efcap*d to endlefs reft. 

Than we who ftill furvive to wake and weep. 

What tho* no Inneral pomp, no borrow'd tear. 
Your hour of death to gazing crouds ftiall tell-; 

Nor weeping friends attend your fable bier, 
Who fadly liften to the pafling belL 

The tutor'd figh, the vain parade of woe, 
No real anguiftito the foul impart ; ' 
And oft, alas I the tear that friends beftow, 
^iBelies the latent feelings jof the heart. 

What tho* no fculptur'd pile your name difplays. 
Like thofe who periih in their country's caufe^ 

What tho' no epic l^ufe in living Jays 

Records your dreadful daring with applaiife i 

IJ'ull oft the flattering marble 'bifls renown. 

With blazon'd trophies deck the fpotted name; 

.And oft, too oft, the venal mufes crown 
The flaves of vice with never-dying fame. 

Tct fliall Rememlirance from Oblivion's veil 
Relieve your fcene, and ftghwith grief fincerc; 

And foft Compaifioii at your tragic tale 
In iilent tribute pay her kindred tear. 

S I' N I S. 
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